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Words from the Editor 5
8AEOT I *T11Th #EADOAO}®

We have a bumper edition of The Imp for you this autumn, packed &
with memories and events froman epic riding summerand some '

great personal stories from our awesome readership. & “,’ | 2 0)
'O Ul 0811 ET I xbriefsnkils and thelaStichaptdr Meethg, ldve to step away
AOT I OEA AAEOI O OI 1A EAOET C 111U EOOO OOAC

needs. Dai has kindly offered to take over as editor until a permanent replacement has been
found.

For this issue wele trying out a new feature,dmp PersonabBwhere we get to know our
membership through a series ofgoofy questions. If you get ambushed at a Lindum event and
asked a whole bunch of stdfabout yourself, feel free to have fun with theanswers This
edition® star of the show is Deb Sotsr.

) 6 0OA EAA A£01 bOOOElhge YokedrjoyitAAEOEI T OiF CAOEA

All the very best,Jona



8!'TA 1171 OEAO 4EET C8

So, this is the first publication of the IMP from Jono under }
his Editor tenure. | really do hope all you lovely people :
reading this will support him in this new role but
submitting lots of words and somepictures so we can all share in the
greatness that is Lindum Colonia.

2ECEOh AT 1T OCE 1T &£ OEAOS

811 x EAOA8O OEA OEEIT Cqdg ) xAO AOEC
town last week, and as | approached Mill Lodge (on the crest of Canwick
Hill) there were two senior Harley riders on their Softails, waiting on the junction. Now these guys
may have been visiting the International Bomber Command Centre, admiring the Lindum Colonia
OOITTA 1T £ OAT Al AOAT AA AT A ~AEAESO AEEA dhsighxdeldE |
the old lunatic asylum (more likely). Why do | say the latter? Well, let me explain. As | approached the
crest of Canwick Hill, in the ghost island, waiting to turn right off the main road, there waited a white
van z a Ford Transit perhapspor a Mercedes, something in white when, without warning, | could see
OEA EEOOO (AOI AUudO xEAAI O AAcCET O1 006018 ) EI
junction. Lucky for him, | anticipated the move and slowed down sufficiently to letim execute his
screw-up without coming to grief. But what happened next? Well his partner in crime, the second old
guy on his Softail, only went and did the same lf 6 A AUET ¢ OOOT O8A )81 1 OAL
that they were lucky | was able tanticipate their dumb-ass moves.

8AT A OAIlI EET QODOATI 0 @®AHBI AEU AEA ) OAEA 11 OEA
Wallis had been doing such a fine job of the role and appeared to be enjoying it too. But it did come a
a big surprise, aml out of the blue, when Steve informed our illustrious Director, Paul, that he was
stepping down. After a brief moment of contemplation by Paul, and after confirmation that Steve
xAOT 60 A@OOAAOET ¢ OEA OOET Ah 0AOIE AMAGESAR GTA AfBA
Now, | had carried out several roles in HOG in the past, and was determined not to get too involved ir
OEA Z£OOOOA8 ) EAOA AT EIT UAA T U wAEOI 080 / AFEAA
was needed before | responded to PalO OANOAOO8 ' £FOAO A AOEAAE AE
telephone, and bribery offerings (not really), I told Paul | would be honoured to take over from Steve

i AOAT OET OCE 30A0A8O0 OEUA ¢wO xi1 01 A AA Ol g 11
7A1TTh TT 0O EEOOTI OU EOOO UAOh AOO CEOA EO OEI As

8AT A AT 1 OEAO OEET C8 4AlEEI ¢ AAT OO OEIi Ah OET OA
had a fantastic time. And thanks to the Activities Team (Bern, Taz, Bonny & Jono) for pulling the ever
O CAOEAON AT A 1T AOB8O 110 &£ OCAO OEAO OAOGAOAIT i
and even though three of the four Activities Team were new, Bonny carried the baton, passing it from
Kirk & Christine to Bern, Taz & Jonno).

So enoughx | C‘)Av AOEOAT &£O0i1i1T 1 Ah OEAOAEO bPI AT OU 11 OA
i AAROET ¢cOh AOA8 31 )8é11 1 AAOGA Ui & xEOE OEA cCii
RIDE & HAVE FUN

Dai
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My introduction to H -D, by Anni

)y O Al OOAOOAA xEAT ) AAAAI A A (AOI,
OAx ET OEA xEITITA ($ OOEEITC68 , EEA 1|,
but Jon wanted to ride a HD so he did. Manyaeekend was spent with our dog for company in
oursmAl I ET OOA TAAO - A1 AT OOT A xEET A *T1T xAO
Softail Custom; | felt like a jilted wife! | had been riding sports bikes since 1991 but fallen out
of love.

| was convinced to go on a ride as a pillion. We arrived tadndly welcoming faces and

Cil AiT01T 60 1 AAU OEAAOOCA YO xAO TT1U A OET O¢
not made for a pillion and certainly not for my ample buttocks! So | stayed at home, alone,
abandoned, ironing (OK I likeironlCAQ ) xI1T Ol A T 11U EIET *1I1

Jon decided | should be on rides more often and kindly, if sadly, traded his Softtail for a Street
Glide, oh the comfort! We then went to the Mildura Rallyman that was hot, we barely saw the
rally as we were trying to keep cool in the pool! It was in Mildura that | rode a HD for the first
time! | cannot thank the Mildura HD dealership enough for lending me a beautiful purple candy
300AAO0 "T A8 ) AEAT 80 AOGAT EMEBA T U 1 EAAT OA

*1T1 OEEPPAA OEA 300AAO 'l EAA O #AEOT O £ C
xAUO jounnmEIi AAAE xAUQqs 4EAO O4EOI AAO 00T ¢
felt so much like | belonged! The locals made such a hugeoeftto stand on the streets and

wave and cheer, it was a truly amazing feeling, | felt so proud, and more than a bit emotional,
to be part of it! The long ride home, well how the hell Jon did that with me on the back | will
never know.

All the HOG membes | had met by this point were so lovely and accepting that | very quickly
decided | should be riding, but Jon had been made redundant. In the spur of a moment said h
would buy me a bikeif he got another job in Australia.

A few weeks later, |
arrived home from work
one afternoon to find a
beautiful black Dyna le
rider sat outside our
garage; a job had been
found, a promise fulfilled!

Al AOGOET ¢cOh «x
beloved Ozhog friends.
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| did manage a couple of ride with OzHog before we left Victoria. They had
made such a difference to our lives by that point; Harleys were a whole new
thing that Jon and | had developed a mutual love for. We were gutted to be
leaving Melbourne and OzHOG.

July 2014,1st Tuesday of the month, we had only been in Sydney 2 days, and we were already
at a meeting of a new club. | was a mess; sick, missing Melbourne, missing my kids (who had
headed back to Blighty, and convinced no chapter could replace Ozhog. Rebecca (lodH
Sydney HOG) made us feel SO welcome and introduced us to everyone, thank goodness they
had their names on their jackets! Jon and | came away from that night blown awa@zHOG
xAOT 60 OT ENOA A1 O EOO xAl AT i A8 EO xAO Al Al

| moved quite quickly from
the Dyna (fabulous bike
but not for the LONG rides
that Sydney HOG had
planned) to my beloved
2003 turquoise Roadking. | E=iass=g
1T OAA OEAO OBa raa i
and that she was so comfy! Eiazs &

Many a glorious ride later
we came to the longest ride #%
| had eve attempted,
Sydney to Canberra via
Broken Hill, for the NSW
state rally. | was both
terrified and excited at the
prospect. It was an
AMAZING adventure,
totally life changing for me.
You can never truly know
the size of Australia until
you ride for 2 daysWest o~ oo
from Sydney and are still in ST 077 o Rk s SR e R R
the same state!! | honestly FFFadsr=i o o fenst i in Bl - les R S SR S i e T
cannot put into words how S I

awesome it was; the people, the stops, the support, the sights, the miles and miles of nothing;
who knew nothing could be so fantastic! The ride into Broken Hill itselivas something | will
never, ever forget. Our road captain even got us lost on the way to the Mundi Mundi plains, the
middle of nowhere, hard packed sand roads, that was really something!

Some 20 months later Jon and | had to leave our adopted home, ouissie friends, our little
PEAAA T £ OO0I PEAN xA AOAT EAA A OOED Al T EAZ
even come closeWVe spent our first 7 months back in the UK catching with family and friends
xEEI A 1 EOQOET ¢ x E O Ethey drd athazing® Mybikd irOM0$had died\adEaith i
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cruise control/throttle so the dealership bought her back before we left, but

*1T160 xAO Ol T AxEAOA 11 OEA 1T DAT OAA
AAAI AOOEED Ol GCAO Indo baatogest, theroughtyA OT &
depressing.

After much deliberation we ended up living in Cleethorpes, found me another
Harley (Heritage) and, somewhere along the line Jon found another old softtail custom, just
like his first, damn near identical! But we wereso far from a Harley dealership we still felt a bit
lost.

We joined St Leger Chapter in Doncaster and, for a while all was good, but as with any large
group of people there is occasional conflict. We made some #ifel T ¢ AZ£OEAT AO OE
enough to |y we parted company with the chapter. After all, this is a hobby, it is supposed to
be fun right?Two years ago, | swapped my Heritage for a 2013 Roadking C¥0am Roadking
through and through and, although | loved my Heritage, it was good to be back!

Lindum Colonia is now our home, we have been warmly welcomed as we have all the chapter
to which we have belonged, this is definitely a HOG thing!

Having lived on both sides of the world and have seen that riders that are brought together by
the HDbrand, the love of riding, and of course the love of an occasional boozy night out! This
worldwide brand is some of the best marketing there is, and we, the chapters, are the life bloo
of the brand! It is the best leveler of people; no one cares who hdsetbiggest house or who
AAOT O OEA 11008 xA Al1l EOOO xAT O O1 OEAA 1
with likeminded Harley riders.

h

Ou

091 60 AOEAT AO AOA OEA EFAIEI U Ui O AETT OA
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Embarrassing Incident - Charlie

)y EAAT 60 AAAT ET OEA (1 COAAAE #EADO,

overheard someone talking about Nordkapp. | was told by a guy called Robin

Seymour it was a placend it was as far north as you can get it Europe. | said |
had been to the south to the Cape of Good

Hunpingeits[new) (Tue ) Hope but never north. He said that he was
N70 59.841 . . . .

E2557.634 planning a ride there as it was on his bucket
e Wi | list and would | like to come along. | said |
gf::::;; Would think about it but after a quick chat

- with Bern who said she could spare me for
@ N68 23.501 10 days, | accepted the invitation.

Rokland (Thu 10)
N66 56.295

E15 18.858

Arctic Circle Ctr.

N66 33.211 l
E1519.358 4| 410m We were going to cover 5000 miles in 10

NBa 49463 days and even with my poor knowledge of
/1 E2015.940 maths | quickly worked out that it was going
to be a long ride each dayl'here were to be

six of in the group and | was paired with

E23 39.879

Arctic Circle
N66 33.637
E23 50.164

Trondheim (Fri 11)
N63 26.062

| E10 24.006

Oslo harbour (sat 12) John, a 36year motorcycle policeman so no
N59 54.314 Nykoping (Sat 5) . .
Eloddcox [ 7hil N58 44.894 pressure for a relative novice.
E16 58.725
As some of us
N7 26.107 st Ai 01 Al 8 C.
E1032.197 ey work early we [N
470 E9 19.535 planned to meet
Ladbergen (Sun13) Harley D
b N52 8.204 e e up ata h_otel
| BRI £100.847 | just outside
8. Dunkirk and

then start the e
ride the next SOE T Y R T TRS
morning.

Robin had planned the route and booked the places to stay and Axel his rigt#gnd man had
created the map so that we could program our Satnavs all very straight forward so far.

So, on day 1 we set off from Dunkirk early in the morning andme 540 miles later arrive at
our destination just short of the Danish border. Day 2 went without incident and we are all
getting used to the long days and are using the Harleys for what they were designed for
cruising along and munching miles.

Day 3 dawrs and Robin ask who would like to take a turn at leading. Having religiously load all
the destinations into my satnav from the cheat sheet Axel supplied | volunteered. All 6 of us ar
ready to go | fir up my trusty TomTom and it asks do you want to go thi¢ next destination,
EAOET ¢ OAI AAOGAA UAOh xA AOA 1 ££8 | £0A goinedn
the motorway we had come off the night before but | have perfect confidence in the satnav as
had checked and double checked when | progmmed the route into it.
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) EAAT 60 OEAAAT xEOE 21 AET OAOU 1| OAI
your mirrors quickly you have probably cocked something up. He drew level
with me and said where are you going, | shouted back next destination. |Paver
was his reply and we all came to a stop. Why are you heading for Oslo when we
should be heading north, was his very reasonable question?

It transpired that when selecting next destination on my satnav it had selected the closest one
to me which wasOslo directly west and not at all in the direction we should have been going.
We did finally get going in the correct direction, even if it did leave a couple of dog walkers
who we passed at least 4 times going up and down the same road somewhat puzzldve
never lived it down my mistake with the 6 friends on the ride and even now the odd comment
appears on Facebook asking me about my satnav.

It was a brilliant trip and one | will never forget for so many reasons, but they never let me
lead again!!

Charlie
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When Kirk passed his bike test and got a Harley, | was more than happy to go o
the back as it was great to relax while | was chauffeured around. This continued
for 3 years and | was very happy, | had even adopted passenger photographer
role, snapping allthe scenery while Kirk was riding.

The Journey to my first Harley - Christin e

We then went to Germany on a chapter holiday which was absolutely amazing, however while
OEAET C OIOTA ) EAA A 1EOOIA TECCI A ET 11U E
| eventually told Kirk lTwoulA 1 EEA O CEOA EO A OOU AT A E-Z
given it a go. | loved being part of the ride but wanted to go that extra step.

From that moment | stopped relaxing so much (occasionally dozing off) and started paying
attention. Kirk would point things out to me and showed me things like Counter steering, even
1 AOGOET ¢ I A EAOGA A ¢ci Au POOEEIC 11 EEO OEI
gentle you have to be and nearly pushed him into the next lane the first timeried.

When we returned from holiday, | wasted no time in booking my CBT and while | waited for it
to come around, Kirk was very brave and let me have a go on his Bike (on private land of
course) to let me get a feel for it.

Once | passed my CBT, ItoldbthOAT £ ) xAOT 860 CITEI ¢ Ol OOOE
purchase one within a week!! Once | got going (after a few hissy fits for not being able to get
the gears to go in) there was no stopplng me. | absolutely loved flying around on my little

YAT AEA AT A AT 601 AT 60 AAIT EAOGA ) EAA T AOGAO OO
i OAE AobAOEAT AA EI AO Pl OOEAT A AT A OEAT )
Harley!!!

| got my theory passed and then straight on to trainindor my Mod 1, the training was good
apart from it being in January and it was absolutely freezing. | was not prepared for how cold
iU EATAO xI1 O1 A C;AO8OEA E)AEIAAA 11 0T h -TA ¢
through it after a lot of extratranET ¢ xEOE +EOE j)60A 1T AOAO A
learning to look where | want the bike to go in order for it to turn which is not something you
would normally think about but is very important.

| was lucky enough to get a Mod 2 slot very qckly and actually enjoyed training for this, it is
just riding after all. I was very nervous but just focused on what | wanted and what | had to do
to get it.

| did my 40 minute ride with the examiner, | managed to stall the bike and get my left and right
AT £FOOAA AOGO ) DAOOAA8) AAOOAI T U DAOOAAAA/
Ol AABxAET T AA

| took a trip to Robin Hood Harley, tried a few bikes out for size, but really liked the look and
feel of the Sportster so | made my choice. | asked the guys at the dealership to keep it quiet
though as no one apart from Kirk new. It took a few weeks tofalise but | actually owned and
xAO AAT A O OEAA A (AOI Aunh ) AT OI AT 60 AAIE
OEA AAAI AOOEED xEOE AOAOUITA xAOAEET C8A Of
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racking as turning up to the bikemeet and then having to ride from there with
everyone watching.

) O xAOT 60 A OAOU 111Cc ETOOT AU O CA«
but | have learned so much, more than | can write about and | can honestly say
was one of the best thing | have done and every time I ride my sportster it puts a smile on my
AAAA8 ) AAT 60 xAEO O c¢i 11T TATU 11T 0OA EIT OC

=
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Me, Two Wheels & Harley-Davidsonz (1T x EO Al 1 AAC
EO CIAO 118
Part1z& Ol I OEA AADRET T ET C8

My father rode a 5speed derailer complete with dropped handlebars for many years, even
AEOAO EA IAOOEAA [ U IIOEAO_ALA on AAT 1T AA

South Wales) to Crickhowell Barracks. When
National Service was done, | can just about
remember him riding his Raleigh to work every
day - | was not much older than a toddler but |
can still see the image in my mind of him on the
bicycle. Like so many families at the time, money
was tight during my toddler days; my mother
worked as a cinema stewardess and my father
worked in a saw mill. We lived with my
grandmother in a council house in fact the very house | was born uz my parents, younger
brother and 1. | can remember my fath 06 O AE OO0 1 1 O 70l Bndl frdyhHe And |
my mother, on a nice, dry evening, would take it for a spin whilst my grandmother did the
babysitting duties. Dad progressed onto a Honda CB160 (the precursor to the CB175), a new
1965 model in blueand black. Both Dad and his brother, Carl, had the same bikes, the
registration numbers differed by just one digit, both bikes having been purchased from Jim

-T OCAT 60 -1 01 OAUAIT AO EIT
OAiT A AAU AAAE ET Oogus

But the family unit wasgrowing out of nappies and
a more significant form of transport was needed.
Dad never had a full car driving licence so he opted
for a Reliant Regak a secondhand light blue glass
fibre box with small glass windows and a little
sewing machine engine conected to just 3wheels
that you could drive on a full motorcycle licence. |
can still remember its number platez DDF 75C.
Boy did we have some fun growing up in that
tiny death trap.

Eventually, my father bit the bullet and got some
driving lessons andpassed his test. Goodbye
Reliant Regal, hello Ford Cortina Mk1. | loved
that car z the smell, the 1.2Itr engine and the tyre
noise as its crossplies struggled to reach 60mph,
but most of all, | loved the shapg it had a
distinctive American feel to it,not as much as the
Ford Zephyr 6, but close enough.
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7TETA 11T A AAAAAA T 0 Ol AT A )oi OAAAL
employment z an apprenticeship at a refinery no less, working for BP. But |
needed my own transport to get to work. My old &peed derailer, complete

with dropped handlebars (sound familiar?) was given to some other needy
person to make room in the shed for my very own
Hondaz an SS50, moped, complete with pedals that
both point forward z you could never use them to

i pedal-propel the bike, impossible.

- That was it, | had the twewheel bug, just like my
. AAOEAO Al1 OEAI UAAOO A
~ and even when | was 16 years old, | stood well over
6ft tall, so the sight of me on a Honda SS50 was to
say the least, a lhiof a misnomer. As soon as | had
my 17t blrthday, the Honda was gone and replaced with a brand new, silver Suzuki GT250A
in fact, it was the first Suzi GT250A to hit the streets of South Wales. The bike was a new moc
for Suzuki and | purchased it fothe princely sum of £539 (a whopping great tenner dearer
than the Honda CB250) and promised the dealer ’
not to put it on the road until March 10" z yeah
right, as soon as my birthday came, some 5 days
POEI O Oi EOO 1 £AFEAEAIzZ | A £
was polluting the atmosphere with its smoky 2 : AT
stroke oil venting from its rattly twin exhausts.

s

| loved my silver Suzuki GT250A,; it was the

remodelled Hustler engine in a remodelled Ram
AirframezEO 1 11T EAA £AT OAOOR
when you twisted that throttle...!

The following month, | had my bike test. | took it

in a small town called Ammanford, in the Swansea Valley. Back in the day a bike test consiste
I £ OEAET ¢ Ol i xI U AOI OT A A AITAE xEEI 00 Al
you, get you toturn around and ride the block again, this time in the opposite direction. Then,
AEOAO Al Al AOCAT AU OOI Dh zsikbied.! Ab & gbodiold dags el

That night, April 14t 1976, | remember like it was just last week, | took &iend as a pillion and
along with another friend on his Suzuki TS175 trail bike, we rode over a mountain lane from
the Swansea Valley in the Neath Valley. Just one problem though, we were going a bit too fas
and | over compensated on a tight righhand corner, my front road tyre slipping on the gravel
ridge in the centre of the lane, spilling me and Phil, my pillion, onto the floor. | broke my wrist,
OEEI AEA EEO ETAA ET h AT A 3@dkénhglass, Bchaiched 3 OUE
paintworkandni Al AAOOEAO8 ) EAA O DOOE 30OUEh xE
i ETAO OI 1 UzddimAbilefpbodes thénO Buzuki Assist.
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After my plaster cast was removed from my broken wrist, the summer had
arrived. It was that long, hot simmer of 1976, for those of us who can remember
z no talk of Global Warming in them days, not even Climate Change, just the
unpredictable British weather. The searing heatwave washed over the whole UK
for weeks on end. On one of those hot days where the tparatures were in the
EECE wnO j OEAOS6O OEA T1 A &AEOATEAEO OAAIl Ac
short rise where at the top of a lefthand bend was a bus stop. Being an inexperienced rider,
indestructible and a loon, | never thought twie about the melting road tar, nor the spilt diesel
fuel from those leaky old busses at the bus stop. | hit the bend at around 50mph and found
myself propelled through the air, Suzi tumbleossing behind mez fortunately, there was no
on-coming traffic. Thenext thing | remember, | was opening my eyes as an old lady tried to
remove my helmet. The trip to the hospital was courtesy of my first (and last) ever ride in an
ambulance. Nothing broken, except my pride and my Suzi (again), | spent the next four wefi
weeks of that long, hot summer fixing up the threenonth-old girl for the second time.

)T OOOAT AA ET A EO OEI OI A EAOGA AAAT h AOO xEC(
and the compulsory excess well in excess o
my wallet, it had to be theself-build option.

But the summer for my fixedup Suzi was
short lived. One evening, | parked Suzi
outside the house and just nipped in to
collect something. | was in the house for no
more than 4 or 5 minutes. When | returned, {5558
the bike was gone. Nicked trm outside my “’?y
house, in broad daylight on a lovely i . BB o

OO0 1 AO6BO AOGATETC8 -U ) NOE

jumped into his car and we headed for the usual spots where jayders would thrash stolen
bikes. True enough, after just an hour, we found Suzi laying on her sideaitbabbling brook, her
tank dented and several more scratches and scrapes. Clearly the bastards had been thrashin
AAOT 6O OEA MEAOI AO6O E£EAT A0 AT A EAIT 1T EE E/
seen our headlights turn down the lae.

Heartbroken, | pushed Suzi home, about a mile or so. Over the next month, | scavenged more
spare parts and fibreglass filler, spray paint and other bits and bobs and managed to get her
back on the road. | found myself replacing parts | had only jus¢placed a few weeks earlier
after our tumble-OT OO0 ET OEAO xI 1 AAO&OI 111¢c EIO OO0
almost as good as she did when she left the showroom backinMagch 6 A AT T A A
up job; so good, in fact, n@ne could tell the sound bits from the repaired.

More money spent on the Silver Dream Machine; | was back in the wind. But by now, | had
passed my car driving test, on my second attempt, and Del and | were beginning to be a serio
EOAI 8 31 h UT 08 0OA gq Gay Beoktdimy B3B8 Fordl Odutiia MKIAIADIUO |
metallic livery.

Wedding bells, and family became my lifeno time for motorbikes. | had sold my guitars and
amplifiers (yes, | played in a band at the time) to purchase a cooker and refrigerator andieav



other bits for our new home.
Life becamewedded bliss
complete with toddlers as
time ticked on.

Then, in 1988 | was forced to move from
South Wales to Lincoln. The refinery was
closing down, and with very little work
AOGAET AAT A A T m@ 11
imminent z | had to move or find myself in a
very financially insecure place with a very
young family.

Part 2z Welcome to Lincoln and HarleyDavidson

OEAEZI OA60 2A1 1T OA1 O AOI OCEO AOAOUOEET €1988A
zyes, we maed house on Boxing Day. The new job was great, lots of overtime at douldse
so my financial position soon became less of a burden and we were able tclo#d the
overdraft and afford holidays abroad and stuff.

Being away from our extended families ath having to find new friends, living in Lincolnshire
AT A OPAAEET C xEOE A & OAECT AAAAT O xAO A |
populous had a high percentage of netocal inhabitants, we soon felt at home.

We needed a second vehiclsep | took the risk and forked out on a seconrtiand Honda CB400T
z the bike looked great, until you looked more closely AOO ) xAO ET 1T AAA

T AAA8 ) Al OCEO EO &OiI i AT 21& cOU j OO0OOO«xI
me back on two wheels for a number of years until the bike gave up the ghost and | just
managed to sell it on for a couple of hundred notes while it was still barely road legal.

After three years in North Hykeham, my job supervising a bunch of reprobates anddding
donkeys near Sudbrooke became at risk again. Now as luck would have it, BP (yes, I still
worked for one of the biggest energy companies) was about to build their first offshore oll
platform since the Piper Alpha tragedy in July 1988 where 167 peaplost their lives when the
Piper Alpha platform caught fire and broke up, falling into the sea. The BP Miller Platform was
O1 AA-sidging, @ARAT AET ¢8 OET xAAOA ET OOAI 1 AGET T >
make it the safest place to workn the North Seax hmmm. Okay, it was a job that | never

OET OCEO )B8A Aih AOO EO xAO A EIT ABperdihgnmore ADE
OEAT ¢oUAAOO 1T ££OCET OAh ) xAO ALEAI OAAA A 1 E
overdrafts and hire-purchase loan agreements and hello to pretty sparkly things and trinkets,
AT A AT UGO OI UOS

Motorcycling was far from my mind, until in early 1996, a new recruit joined my team at work.
Peter Garland, with his broad West Country accent, was a greaiap who lived on the south
coast, at Weymouth. He loved the craic and was very funny as well as being a good worker. B
the best thing about the man was that he loved Harleyshe never had one, but he always had a
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H-D brochure or the latest edition of Bak Street Heroes. That whetted my
appetite again for two wheels. Now as fate would have it, there was an Americal
46 OET x AAIT 1 AA O2A1 ACAAAS AT ET ¢ OEA
who rode a Dyna Wide Glide to help him capture fugitives. Theosy lines were
AOAPh AOO OEA AEEA8 'EOA I A AlT1 OEAO

4EA AOC xAO AAAE8 "OO 1T1x ) AEAT 60 xAlT O Al
El x | OAE OEAU Al OO8A !''1T AOI ATl ZexpénsivefoOmedd A
justify forking out thousands of pounds when the young family wanted new shoes, as well as
another trip to see Mickey Mouse and his moll, Minnie.

| found myself looking at the alternatives. The Virago was popular, but small framed. |
preferred the Kawasaki VN1500, not as pricey as the Harley, but not as good looking either. T
EAIT xEOE EOh )Y)6A CAO OEA 6. pumnmmh AO 1T AAOC
Harley look-alike.

$AT AT A ) xAOA 1171 EET @indow @ith®gigh Streét'In Lincbliddt 8D A L
brand new VN1500z0) 61 CiTT A CAO OEAOGo6 ) OI1 A $AlN
xEEA8 O7EU AT180 Uil O xAEO A EAX i TOA 1171 OE
OAOAA AT 1 OCE £ O A (AOI Auds )" )E/
i AAA OAT OA8 $A1 OAAOITAA OE/ ENEGADE.-. o~ 6¢
OEAT )YB8A AA 1TTTEETC O OxAPD DA £
AT 00 AOGAT 11 OA AAOxAAT OEA YO/
right.

It was another year before the plan came to fruition. | was
changingmy job, moving from the Miller Platform onto a - :
anotherbrand-i Ax DOI EAAO £ O "0h q-* R
based in London for the best part of a year and receive extra .' R’ -\ :
AO01T A0 AOA Oi OEA EECEAO Al O¢7:
Miller had a whip-round for a leaving gift and raise about £70. kSs/ °S P
)y T OOAAA 1T £ AOUET C OTIAGEETQ?N1< AN o Al
the ££ and | promised to get something | needed. 2 o =

A few months later, early October 1997, | found myself in one of the four Harl&avidson
Dealerships in e UK near Barwell, Leicester.
Windy Corner Motorcycles sold Triumphs &
Harleys. We went to visit the shop so | could
spend my £70 on a new helmet and perhaps

i OEAO AEOO 618 Al AO8 )
i 7TO01 OAUAT A AAAT AOOEED WORLD OF TWO WHEELS I €
have been better. Windy Corner was about to lose

its Harley-Davidson franchise after the owner of

the shop refused to give up the Triumph sales and focus solely orlHMotorcycles. This meant
that there were three brand new Heritages that the dealer had tmove on before the end of
October or face significant losses on the bikes if he handed them back to Hafl@gvidson. |
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Al 01 AT6O6 AAI EAOGA T u 1 OAE xEAT OEA EI
AT O1 AT6O A1 AT1T OCE OI OAIl 1 HathbriignA 3
deal with significant discounts tooz and a whole bunch of extras to sweeten the
deal. The following week, | was on the A46 riding my brand new 1997 FLSTC
Evo-engined Harley$ AOEAOT T 31T £#OAEI ( AOEOACA E
warmA O CI1 T OAO8 A

Part 3z The Art of Harley & The Fenlander

My first long-distance ride on the Heritage, that is anything over 200 miles, was in February
pwwy8 4EA "AOAEAAT ET 1T TAITT xAO EIl1AET C (
O! 0001 KUBAXxEOET 6O OEAET C Al x1 O1 OEA bl AA}
seem quite right. So, Del and | wrapped up warm one Sunday morning and headed south.
Whilst passing Peterborough | could see a Sportster in the distance. We slowly gatiup with
the Harley and at the next services we both stopped forawar@® AT A AEAO8 )
OEA CcOuUsO TAI A AOGO EA OI1T xAO EAAAAA El O (
Ol CAOEAO8 ) O &A1 O COAA Ookéypotath, pdtatoQpetat@ A OT O A C

As we approached the Barbican Centre we were
L greeted by the sight of hundreds of Harleys, all
parked up on the pavements. We were

g4 struggling to find a slot to park the Heritage. Mr
Sportster managed to find a slot and wavetb us

+ as we rode around the block again. Then, a tall
chap with his girlfriend and a huge smile on his
face waved at us and pointed to a parking slot
recently vacated. That chap was Mr Paul
Layburn. Paul introduced himself as a Fenlander
Z whatever that wasz and we soon began

AEAOC)ET(; Il EEA xA8A ETT x1T AAAE 1T OEAO &£ O UAZ
Rally in July and | promised | would. Del and | never saw Paul again that day after our chat on
OEA DAOAI AT 08 4EA Oud én ejepefeAfarusfandve rode@omd,Adl

AOE
:

e d

When we bought our Heritage, the . -
dealer never mentioned anything
about HOG and Chapters. It was
several months later, when the

HOG menbership pack arrived on ==
the doorstep when we read about | 42
HOG and all that goes with it. '

AT A OEEOAOET C ET C X OAQS O

early evening, pleased with

ourselves. —— — —
7 |

Our nearest HOG Chapter would e KR RS
have been Barwell in Leicester, but with Windy Corner losing the-B franchise, Barwell
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Chapter was being wound up and disbanded, their embers waiting patiently

for a new dealership and a new chapter to be formegimore on that later. In the
meantime, our only option for joining a chapter was Aire Valley Chapter, based
El AAAO AT A ObPiI 1T 01 OAA AU OEA 1T Aip A,
and Were soon proud members of Aire Valley Chapter.

Our Sunday rideouts were ride-outs within ride -outs for us. It was 78 miles from our house to
%A AEA 7 OE CE Gautvih AeEVAlley ChaptérFfed another rideout to get home. So,
our Surdays were long, iron butt ridesg guaranteed. |
xAOT 80 Ai i Pl AETET ¢ OET OCEh
even more so when we were part of the rideut with the
guys & gals of Aire Valley.

Our first summer with the Heritage was soon upon us and
tickets, as promised, were purchased for our first ever
Harley RallyzOE A & AT IhRéllyah Bdadddd REC near

Norwich. We rode onto the rugby pitch to find a place to pitch the tent. As we cruised around
the touch-line, | heard my name being called out it was Paul Laypburrg EAS8 A OAT Al A
What a brilliant welcome we received from Paul and several of his friends. Those friendships
remain strong to this day.

Part 4z From Big Rock to Robin Hood Harleypavidson; Aire Valley to Lindum Colonia

| got redly excited when | heard that there was to be a new dealership based just 50miles
down the road in Stapleford, Nottingham. Big Rock Harlelpavidson opened its doors in 1998
and there was a strong rumour of a new chapter being formed, supported by Big Rotk,
replace the old Barwell Branch. In late 1998 Sherwood Chapter had arrived and | quickly put
may application form in for membership. It became a nbrainer for me to join Sherwood since
Aire Valley, although a great chapter at the time, was almost a I0e round trip + ride-out
mileage. | parted ways with Aire Valley in early 2000.

BEAOxT T A6 O /i od bterdsting. el @ Kiukned up on a cold damp morning
along with one other Harley (Pete Baker), a chap on a Japanese spdrilse and a norHarley
trike. The chap on the sportsbike turned out to be the manager of the fanchise for Big Rock.
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He led the rideout which stopped at the Knockerdown Inn, near Ashbourne in
Derbyshire, where we were treated to a Sunday luncpvery nice.

It took a few more months before the Sherwood Chapter committee was
formally created and | kecame a fledgling Road Captain later in the year. It all
happened very quickly with most of the membership (and chapter committee) being former
members of Barwell Branch, HOG.

Sherwood Chapter grew from strength to strength. Rallies were put on, functiog® AT & Oh
ride-outs, and several jaunts into Europe too and even a twinning with Opale Shore Chapter,
France. Big Rock Harleypavidson moved its premises to Beeston after around 5 years at
Stapleford and changed their name from Big Rock to Robin Hoodutey-Davidson, and

through all the changes and evolution that all chapters eventually go through, | enjoyed every
minute of it.

The Road Captain position was a committee position at first, but as the number of RCs grew,
the committee meetings became un@nageable so the RCs became roommittee roles, with
the exception of the Senior Road Captain (later the title was
changed to Head Road Captaimmsomething to do with ageism
perhaps?). | became the Editor for Sherwood for more than 13
years, even held Agstant Director for a period and
Webmaster/Historian (although my technical and IT skills
were limited on the Tinternet).

In 2009, a new dealership opened in Lincoln. The dealership
sponsored a new Chapter Lindum Colonia. Out of curiosity, |
joined the chapter to see if | would prefer to ride locally over
the additional riding to and from Nottingham with Sherwood
Chapter. It also transpired that Sherwood Chapter received a
OANOAOGO #O01 1T ,ETAOI #1111EAG
assist with setting yo and supporting the Road Crew as

, ETAOI 60 21T AA #O0Ax xAOA 1T Ax
in the early ride-outs. As the chapter was on my doorstep, |, along with a small number of othe
BEAOxT T A 2#0h 1T £A£AOCAA 1T 00 A dedidélby thehay Head >
Road Captain, Mr Paul Redhead, that we embarked on an interesting, and well attended+ide
I 60 OI (AOI AUudoO j A AEEAO AAE EIT - AOEAO $14
memory fails me).

At the time | was heavily hvolved with Sherwood Chapter so decided that Lindum Colonia
would fare better without me, so the second year of membership I let slip. It was 8 years later
re-joined.

When the incumbent Director for Sherwood, Pete Clifford, decided to retire from thele, none

I £/ OEA AT T 1 EOOAA 1 AIi AAOO xAT OAA O OAEA 11
Roy Radford also submitted his name and canvassed heavily for the rglae got the office and
has been in position for a substantial period since.
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But things never remain the same and | felt that it was time for a break from the
chapter scene for a while. Although | remained a Sherwood Chapter member, |

became inactive for a few years. | even considered selling the Harley as | found
that | was hardly riding it and it was just gathering dust in the garage. But with a
iTOA 11T AAl AEADPOAO 11T 1T U AiTTO000APhHh )
try before | made a decision to let the Harley go once and for all.

| was warmly welcomed by the new Director (Pal Redhead), the Webmaster (Martin Honey),
Steve Walllis (Assistant Director), Neil Hodgson (Membership Sec) and several faces | knew
from years prior. The atmosphere was much warmer than expected and |t gave me the sense
the better days of HOG. | was v pleasantly surprised and ‘
immediately my thoughts were on rejoining Lindum
Colonia. The spark was régnited and the Harley was not
CiETC Ob &£ O OAl A8BA

Part 5z My favourite rides

. I x EAOAGO A NOAOOEI T8 7EAI
mean, favourte bikes, favourite destinations or favourite
AAOAT OOOAOS8 e

, AOBO Al A [T E@S8

Since October 1997, | have only had five Harleys. My first, a
1997 States Pearl Blue Softail Heritage, was purchased fro
Windy

1 Corner in Hinkley near Leicester. Del and |
loved the old girl and we kept her for 11lyears
before retiring her for a 2008 105"

| Anniversary FatBoy from Robin Hood FD. The
Fatty was great, although Del looks back now
and still says she preferred the Heritage. Even
though the ride was similar, the Fatty was

more malleable for my riding style. | was very
happy with the Duracell coloured Fatty until in
the summer of 2014 when | got soaked 12 days
out of 14, whilst riding to Italy with a couple of

friends.

Our ride to Italy was planned and as all rides are, gendant on fine weather. Even the thought
of riding on the Continent and headed south into warmer climes we expected better weather
than in the UK. Unfortunately though, for the 2veek period we spent on the Continent, the
weather in the UK was fine, butA OT OO OEA %l CI EOE #EATT ATl h E

My travelling companions, on their Street Glide and Road Glide, were reasonably well
protected from the elements, and as a result, spent far less time drying their leathers and boot
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than I. Whenwe arrived home, after some serious thought, we decided to swap
the Fatty for a Street Glide.

3]

EO

xAO OAO OAOGI EOS O &AOOU AT A

B Now | tend to stick with a Harley for a number ofears before |

decide to change 11 years with my Heritage, 7 years with my
Anniversary FatBoy, and 6 years with the Street Glide Special.
But | bucked the trend recently by buying a 2018 FatBoy from
Robin Hood whilst sitting on a sun lounger in Mexicores,

thanks to the wonders of modern technology, | saw Robin Hood
H-D advertise on FaceBook a lovely looking FatBoy. | liked what
| saw and | messaged lan Jennings asking him to put the Fatty t
one side and if | it looked as good in the flesh as it did on
&AAA"TTEh OEAT )Y)8A AOU EO8 !
sharing the garage with its new brother Fatty. But, having a
medical operation, Covid19 and the Pandemic put the brakes

on any riding for me for a while. | guess n@ne missed me as we
were all in one lockdown or another for most of a year. But
xEAT ) ZETAITU [ AT ACAA O1 CAC¢

= the FatBoy as | was expecting and | kept migrating back to the

3O00AAO "TEAA8 2111 11 ATT OEAC
Covid-19 about the place, but | was in anothedilemma z what

" 00 Al xEOE &AOOUB8Sothe Haflyhvénhakek )

sharing the garage with the Glide for only 20 months and at the
OAI A OEIT A AT 1T E£EAO0 ) EOOO AT (
Hood HD. Goodbye 2015 Street Glide Special; hello 2021 Stree;
"1 EAA 3DPAAEAI 8 31 OEAO0B8O0 KOA[

| from 1997 to 2021.

But what about my favourite rides?

2001 - St. Tropez

= Back in 2001, HOG held their European Rally for the first time in

St. Tropez. My only previous European Rally was at Cheltenharr
in 1999 and once again, the great British weather paid everyone
an untimely shower or two. So the South of France seemed like
great opportunity on several fronts:

1. Great weather (almost guaranteed)

2. A brilliant road trip (Quaranteed)

3. YBA TAOAO OEAAAT 11 Okike #1
experience (fact) o S . o
4, )Y AEAT6O0 TAAA AT U 11T OA OAA

Plans were drawn up to meet with mybrother (who was riding
his FatBoy) and his mates at St. Tropez as | was working and
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AT 01 AT60O 1 AAC . for
their leisurely ride south - | W 7% - . hadto
ride a more direct route since |
was riding a day behind them.
What a brilliant ride
through France,and then around the rally S
So much to take irx the sights, the smells, ®' the
I bpOI ATAABA "TU xAO ; floating
in the harbour with all the glitter that goes with the bikini-clad lovelies and Lamborghlnls
Ferraris and Rolls Royces.

venue.

So, st for the fact it was my first real
adventure on the Harley, the St. Tropez
trip is on the list.

2014 z The ltalian Jaunt

AEEO TTAGO0 11 OEA I
| reasons. And all the wrong reasons can
be listed as one bullet point:

T Rain

But the highlight of the trip had to be
OEAET ¢ OEOIT OCE 211 A
for the faint hearted. Crazy Romans
riding mopeds and scooters chopping
everyone up left, right and centre. And
then you have the taxi driversgz enough
said. Add all the chaos to the uniquene-way restrictions and 2000+ year old road layout and
there you have it. A ride to remember.

4EA OOED xAO 1T OCATEOAA Au A EOEAT A xEI 1 x1
Pietraferrazzana, on the easside of the Italian boot. It was this tripthat focused the mind on a
change from Fatty to Street Glide.

2008 z Lake Garda

In 2008, HOG ventured to the north of Italy, Lake Garda, for their European Rally. A small
group of us (Sherwood Chapter members) decided to ride down for the hell of it. Eight of us
sharing five bikes braved the early autumn weather of the Swiss/Italianlps to reach our goal
at Sirmione on the south shores of Lake Garda. What a blast, riding through northern France,
Netherlands, France (again) Switzerland, The Stelvio Pass and into Italy. The ride was out of
this world, the accommodation was brilliant andthe company was superb. The HOG rally itself
xAO OAAITU CiTA8 ) OEETE EO I ECEO EAOA AA}
bettered since.
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One of the most outstanding parts of the trip was the organised rideuts by the
local HOG Chapterg Verona & Bologna Chapters. They were fantasticthe
routes, scenery, refreshments, the marshalling just could not be faulted or
bettered; simply outstanding.

$EA ) TATOEIT OEA 30AI OEl 0AOOe 7AIIl EO AI
the thrill of making it to the top of the pass in one piece EO8 O A | OO0 &I O A
AAET O EAAOOAABA

Simply superb.

2018 - Route 66

It just had to be done. One on the Bucket List. Tick in the box, thank you very much.

The trip/nolidaywAO A OIT T AA ET A 1T EZAOQEI AG 1 BPI 0001
much preparation as it was a guided tour courtesy of Eagleriders. 15 days of riding from
Chicago, lllinois, to Los Angeles, California. It took me a few days to get what Routevéé all
about, but once it clicked for me, the ride became something more than just riding a Harley on
the wrong side of the road.

AEAOASO 110 1 OAE 11 OA O AKkMMABD AAT GO UD BE
So, those are just a few of my fawrite rides. There are so many more | could write about, but |
OAT AT A 11T o617 1 OAE AO EO EO O )Yd8ll 001 b
Part6z7 EAOG6 O 1T Ad0be

7A1 1 h EAO6O T A@Oh xET ELLxO=R o ( =L O_000/
OOAIEOOEIQ Ol i AGEET ¢ Oi { e —" D

doiil ¢ AT T OEAO OOEAA 1T &£ A
several of our own Chapter members: Pete & Tracy §
Abbott, Kevin & Joanne Boyle, Kevin & Julie Clifton ang
my good friends, Mr & Mrs Mumbles Andrew & Eleri
7EEOA8 " OO OEAOGGO 30i)ADJ
OO00A xA AOA Ail cCcilETC OI
few ride-outs on the calendar and a slack handful of
other events being put on of the winter season.

—

611 AA
Director, and getting used ® my new ride, the Street Glidg so
I O

/T A PAOOTTAI 1AOGAI h )

I ATU TAx OOET EAOOh AAI
focus on the ride, but focus we must.

Q xE

e %1 ET U OEA OAOO 1T A& ¢mgph AT A 1

Dai
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O) 61 OIT T1A ONyjourdeptoH-DOJo OEAA 8

That was my reply to everybody that asked when we first joined the Harley
AAT E1 U8 7AB8A 1T xT AA AEEAO OET AA 100
first Harley when | was about 45, our boys had left home and wed more time
O0i ATEIT U AO A Al Obl As )y 6A OEAAAT PEIITEII
enjoyed it. But we got married and had children and it never occurred to me to learn, besides
xT T AT AEAT 60 OEAA 8 AEA OEAUe

We joined St LegeChapter before
we became members of Lindum
Colonia. | can remember walking
into our first chapter meeting and
being asked by members (mostly
xT T AT qQ E£))SIOTGNA
I AAOT Owas OIEIARDA 6
uncertain terms that this was
ridiculous by a female rider in her
70s! That was when the seed was &=
planted. | made some good friends g
that were also female riders, =
primarily my good friend Anni our e —
LOH leader. She was an inspiration -~ = =~ -
Oi 1T An EA OEA Al (o - = =

31T 1T1T 8 OEAefAEhRd A

recently lost my Mum after along ’
illness and | thoughtOT T x EO -
OE | Awars to pass and be riding 3
T TU 1T x1 xEAT )¢

Kevin bought me a little 125 for my
49 birthday and the journey began.
| did my CBT and passed even
though I fell off! (You see, | said |
was too old!) | did my theory test,
that bit was a breeze.

Then COVID hit. | had lessons on and off between lockdowns, tests booked and tests cancell
| had lots of falls mostly on slow manoeuvres, lots of bruises but alats of tenacity. In July for
my 50th birthday Kevin bought me my very own Harley, Matilda! | was so ready to ride her
but lockdowns and delays to tests meant she was in the garage for 6 months. | got a date for
my Mod 1 in September and then finally date for my Mod 2 in December. So on 11 Decembe|
¢cmecm v I 1TTOEO AAOAO ) OOOTAA uvm ) DPAOOGAA |
Within half an hour | had Matilda insured and | rode with Kevin on a freezing cold December
day, | was so proud of msself.
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. )B8O0A Al xAUuO OAEA O1 11U AEEI AOAT h EO
" 1 0606h T OEAOXxEOA UI 6811 1 EOA xEOE OxE,
Ol i AGEET C TAx AO vm AT A EOG6O xEOE Ol
me | COULD and to my endlessly patient husband who picked the bike up after :
fall, dusted me off and gave me encouragement to never give up!
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Kath and mestarted riding Harleys back in 1997 with a 1200 Sportster from
7ET AU #1 01 AO j (ETAEI Augq AT A EAOGAT 80
(Chapter was not to be used!!) for a short while before it was disbanded due to Windy Corner
giving up the franchise.

Geordie Jeff on his introduction to H -D:

We are founder members of Sherwood and are still hanging in there. | joined Lindum Colonia
as it started but my membership lapsed after the chapter went through some turmoil until a
few years ago when | rejoined.

Nice to say everything is going great wit
, ET AOI #EAPOAO T1x O
AEOAAOT OOEED AT A OEA
hard work, enthusiasm and commitment.

In the past we have owned the Sportster, a
very nice Evo Softail Custom (unfortunately
SO nice some twats nicked it out of our
garage!ll)and a Heritage Softail. We now &
have the Softail Custom plus the Sport Glide
as | thought after 13 years without a new
bike it was about time to get one. P

So, which model to buy? | took out an Ultra with both Kath and Leah as pillions (not at the
same time h!) but it was far too big and heavy for a short arse like me! Liked the Street Glide
but expensive. Thought the Heritage was too expensive for what you get.

So hey presto the Sport Glide which is 2
@ for 1 (best value) as you can see in the
pics (wellthaO8 O ET x ) OI |
came up trumps. It also has a very low
| seat height (great for short arses).

“ John Gossage on Sunday 10th Oct very
~ Observantly noticed the number plate

- on the Glide and asked if they were our
T A0 ET EOEAI Oe 4E
il EOEAI O AOA :3"8 7
from me at the mo, except it was great
to see Paddy at Woodhall Spa and Dai
on his new chariot!!
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Cheers

Jeff the Geordie
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8 Chapter 9 2021 Another Covid Year

We all thought that by now we would be done with Covid. This
turned out not to be the case with restrictions returning over the
winter. never the less in true Lindum Colonia spirit we made the
best of things and continued where we left off with the popularide
with six program which was always well attended.

The committee at the start of 2021 had grown somewhat as had the road crew with members
showing willing to do their bit to keep the chapter thriving. At the start of 2021 the committee
consisted of:

Chapter Director. Paul Redhead
Dealer Principal. lan Jennings
Assistant Director. Steve Wallis
Head Road Captain Pete Abbot
Secretary. Wendy Haey
Treasurer. Deb Seed
Editor. Dai Gunter
Web and Membership. Charlie Gordon
LOH Ann Cozens
Safety Officer Alan Buckland.

Merchandising & Activites TOAAU / 6. AEI

Activities. Allison Harrison
Charities & Activities. Yvonne Wallis
Historian. Mike Richardson

The membership numbers which had been in decline recently started to show some signs of
recovery and the membership year was simplified so that all subs wereaud at the end of
February each year, which after the hard work and planning to implement this made life a bit
easier for the Membership Officer. Also changed, were the joint membership rules so that twa
riders with their own Harleys from the same househal each pay the same full membership.
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These important changes meant that the committee had a better handle on the

chapter finances so that subsidised events could be organised with more
confidence.

Our Web Master and Membership Officer Stepped out of hism& somewhat to
introduce yet another rip off, sorry fund raiser. This took the form of a large card, on which
was written a series of numbers, you bought one or more of these numbers and if your numbe

matched the serial number of a £50 note, held in a aled envelope by Charlie, you won the
note.

As the Spring progressed restrictions eased a bit and the rides with six gave way to full on
Chapter ride outs and some more ambitious away trips.

These included :
pq "TTTEA8O A@PAAEOEI loch@we arhdm&roud Eghlard EcAnz A O
photo opportunities.

2) Participation in the Convergence Rally,
judging by the photographs on Smug Mug the
least said about the behaviour of certain
senior chapter members at this event the

better.
o0 - EE A éekend iri Nogblk,»which
included a crab hunting session for Sue and

Molly and a seal hunting boat trip for Kev and
Julie.
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Ouir first full chapter ride out was to our old favourite, the Iron Horse Ranch at
Market Deeping where we received the usual warm webme and feed.

Despite restrictions we managed more ride outs in 2021 than in previous years,
many of them postponed from 2020. A must mention ride was one in Memory of
I 60 | OAE 1 EEAA [T AT AAOh 4711TU 7AIT AOTTh xA x2
toured places that held happy memories of her many years with Tony, including the place
where they first met and the church in which they were married.

I T Ax AOAT O &£ O OEA AEADPOAO xAO O OAEA b#
Harley Davidson proviced two PanAmerica Harleys, The Baton to be carried across the UK,
Ireland and Europe accompanied by as many chapter members as possible, one of whom got
ride the Pan AmLindum Colonia took over the baton from Sherwood Chapter on 11th August

and carriedthe wooden Phallic Symbol (Druid terminology) as far as Harley World
Chesterfield where it was handed over to the Chrome Hills Chapter.

Postponed from last year, we managed to ride to the International Bomber Command Centre
to unveil our chapter stone tis year.




I MDP

Hogs at the wave was particularly well attended but unfortunately not by too
many of our own members. We got a sizeable contingent from the Sherwood
Chapter as well as non Harley Bikers.

We had our first serious accident on a chapter ride ouhts year, Paddy, our
oldest member and a life long motorbike enthusiast was struck by a car at a quiet road
junction, sustaining serious multiple injuries one of which meant that his foot had to be
amputated. He hopes that he will be getting a prosthetimsn and we look forward to seeing
; him back on two or maybe three wheels next
summer.

e \\ith some restrictions still in force we held our first
PB{ club meeting on 10th June al fresco at the Wave and
\ we were suitably catered for by Christine from her
gourmet faality, followed by another open air club
night on 8th July. A committee meeting was held at
$AE6O0 Al O1 6OU T ATTO AO 0O
were allowed back into the Windmill on 12th August.
The social calender continued with the usual pie and
| mashevenl C AO #EAOI EAG6O DI A
cream tea at chateaux Dai.

The Yellow Belly Melee was a success but could have
been better supported by our members.

. The 2021 AGM took place at the Windmill on the
14th October There were some changes to the commigevhich now consisted of :

Director. Paul Redhead
Dealer Principal lan Jennings
Assistant Director. Dai Gunter
Secretary. Bernice Gordon
Treasurer. Debra Seed
Head Road Captain Pete Abbot
LOH Ann Cozens
Safety Officer lan Burton

Membership. Charlie Gordon
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Head Fhotographer. Mark Evans

Activities. Tracy Abbot

Charities. Yvonne Wallis
Historian. Mike Richardson
Editor. Jono Cozens
Merchandising. Tracy Evans

Bonnie was presented with a bouquet of flowers by way of thanks from the chapter for her five
years of dedication to screwing money out of all and sundry, raising over £31,000 for our
charities as well as organising just about everything else on the social calendar, about fifty
events in total. Despite the absence of the Newark and Lincoln bike shows, Bonnie and her
army of tin rattlers kept up the charity fund raising throughout the yearThanks also due to
Poundland for their continued support keeping Bonnie supplied with sweeties to flog at every
opportunity. At the end of the 2021 season, membership stood at 79, the growing ladies of
Harley contained 8 riders and 17 pillions.

The last mgor social event on the calendar for 2022 is to be the Christmas party.

Planning this event is complete we have another new venue, this time it will be a shared room
in the Oaklands HallHotel near Laceby roundabout.

First aid training had slipped due to Covigdso our new Safety Officer who also happens to be a
DAOAT AAEA xEI1l AA OOTTETC A OAEEAO Al x106 £
to the road crew. These will be informal non certificate courses which non the less will be fit
for our purpose.

All the very best, Mike
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Imp -personal with Deb Sowter

Q: Tell me something no one would guess about you?

A: | have lived in South Africa and New Zealand!

Q: Tell me something that drives your partner mad!

lq ) OAIT E AAT OO xI1 OE x AU af@inlthe $afesBctor))j $ 1 AOT &
Q: Have you ever met a celebrity?

A: Chris Gascoigne (Peter Barlow in Corrigywho?!!

Q: Have you had any brushes with the law?

l'd )O60 xEAO ) AT A jOOEOIT | £ZEEAAOQ AT A OE
Q: What is your most embarrassig moment?

A: Once, on a train to Edinburgh | have a call of nature. Ml T x ) OET OCEO )
door so pressed the button to lock it. Unfortunately, it was already lockedt opened to expose
me to multiple travelers!

Q: What is your favourie place on earth?

A: | love the Yorkshire Dales, extremely relaxing!

Q: Whatbike did you pass your test on and when?

A: | passed on a Lambretta in 1983

Q: What food would you not eat even if you were given £10007?

A: Oystersz they are like saltysnot!

Q: If you could give your 21year-old-self one piece of advice what would it be?
A: Buy more property £££!!
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Q: What is the worst fashion or hair decision you have made? u o
AAAOI T 60 wpnd O BT T AT A PAOI 8 Al

Q: If a book were 6 be named after you and your life what would it be called?

1 O4EA "EOAE EO " AAEGBA

Q: What song will you never forget the lyrics too?

A: Make you feel my Love Adele

Q: What nicknames have people called you?

Q: If you could create a law what would it be?

A: To make everyone spend a week riding a moped, would definitely make everyone better,
more observant car drivers.



Merchandising
8 FOI4IOAAAU , Chéptel E I
Merchandiser

It's been another busy quarter for Merch with lots of new
member orders. At times it's been a challenge getting orders
processed through HOG to replenish stocks, but olatest order
has now been fulfilled and we have a good number of rockers, i
eagles, oil can and motorhead patches, which are our top sellers?

If you've not seen it on our Facebook page (pinned to the top in featured), in the weekly ebrief
or on our web site,we have been advertising a patch design competition. The closing date is
advertised as 10th September however its unlikely (given that we are away on holiday until
the 13th) that we will look at submissions until 14th, so if you want to submit somethinghen
please feel free to do so up until that date. Please send all submissions to
merchandise@lindumcoloniachapter.com . We can't wait to see what you've come up with anc
we may even use some designs on clothing and pin badges too.

[Editor] obviously this has completed now, Teay® piece was submitted a whilago

We are also looking to efresh and expand our chapter clothing range for the new season and
would love to know what you would be interested in. We have some ideas and will be updating
the FB page, website and ebrief with a list so you can tell us what you think. Keep your eyes
peeled towards the end of the month, all suggestions gratefully received.

Tracy & Mark Evans

Lindum Colonia Merchandise Officers
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Jono® ride on the Pan America

Well that was interesting!

When our plans for the Unity Ride charity event were firmed up and Ann and |
OAAT EOAA xA AT OI A I AEA OEAO AAOARh EO AEAT
' T AOEAA 11 AAEAI £ 1 £ OEA AEADPOAO8 ( ltoxsBateAO
few thoughtsonH$ 6 O 1T Ax AEEAS

~

&EOOOh 1 AO6O0 AOO OI OEA AEAOGAsithAdyfooddEA NOAC

The short answer is yes it really is. | believe 4 have created an adventure bike they can be
thoroughly proud of and can sand on its own merits against the BMW and Japanese

Al i PAOCEOEIT EIT OEAO AAOACi ous ) 0860 NOEAEN
you might expect if you were in the market for such a bike.

The first thing that struck me was the ridingpi OEOET T ET Al 1T OOAOO O
vdxo AT A TAO T A OAI1T Ul & OEA OAAO OAAIT O A
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slim the bike is. Your legs go straight down and | had no problems getting both
feet flat on the floor whichinspires a lot of confidence.

The next eye opener was how civilised the engine is. When you are used to an
air cooled, pushrod, long stroke V twin, a modern water cooled motor will
surprise you with its flexibility. Once above about 2300 rpm, it revs ke demon and will reel in
OEA ETOEUIT ET Al EIT OOAT O EZLZ OEAOBO xEAO
CiTA T AGA -AbOOh xET OT1A |A O)oOA IAEO EO
to me! Even in Sport mode the bike is FEESEREEE 3 B Y
tractable and well behaved at low R
speeds, but if you do want some
acceleration, hooooooly moly it goes
like the clappers! Our group got
separated for a couple of minutes on
the ride which gave me a few miles of
open road to play catch up. For legal
reasons | hae to draw a discreet veil
over the next few minutes but be
assured, if you want to go fast, this
thing will deliver 100%.

Now speed is no good without stable
and predictable handling, right? Once : Bt | '
ACAET h OEA 0AT EAO AOAOUOJIEEeEI$\@ry$Memoted,&I'l&|3N58abng
AAAT xEAT Ul O60A OEOOEI C OEAO AZ£AO 1 £/£& OEA
Very shortly after setting off | felt comfortable just riding round corners that | would have

Ol T xAA Al Ovekhdzight ardoEnfdf f@e@badk Aom the suspension.

| found the screen to be amazingly effective at deflecting wind blast. Honestly | felt like I could
CAO 1T &£& AT A xATE Al TT1 COEAA OEA AEEA AO omi
it worked so | left it alone.

/ +h O xEAO AEAT G660 ) 1 EEAe

Firstly the riding position has your feet slightly behind you which puts more weight onto your
wrists than | wanted. By the time we reached Chesterfield which was only about 45 miles, my
wrists were getting sore. | suspect this is because the bike is not builtrfour kind of measured
group riding, and when on your own or with a couple of mates (and particularly off road where
EO60 I AAT O O1 AAAQ OEA OEAET C DPI OEOEIT 1AL



Although the motor is a
performance demon, it feels
OAOU OOAOEI Aed xa
to an older Harley. Once again?
the target market for this bike
will not care in the least about that. The
gualities and character of the HD air cooled
engine, much as we love them, would be
wildly unsuitable for this machine so this is
only asubjecE OA OEAx8 ) 06 O
mentioning that if you get stuck in traffic, a
lot of engine heat gets blasted onto your legs
We were not stopped for long outside
Chesterfield but | had to switch the bike off
at a couple of points it was so hot.

So, would | by one?

Well actually no, but let me be clear about
why.

) 060 110 OEAO ) Al1l s it A (¢
OAAT T U Al 8 )O080O0 OEI SR | O /
in adventure bikes of any make. If | was going to buy one, then the Harley would be right at th
top of the list. | have several friends who have liked their demo rides so much that they have
AEOEAO Al OAAAU AT OCEO 1T1TA T0O0 PI AAARAA T OAAOC
31 xAll AT TA (AOI AU $AOEAOI T8 )O60 Apywhan i1
the dominant player is as capable as BMW. So far as | can telD Have ticked all the important
Al A0 £l O OOAAAOOR 1 AO6O0 OAA EI x OEAU CI A
Thanks to everyone from
Lindum that came along, and
thanks HRC for a fun ride and
Charlie for expertly

reassembling the group.

Thanks also to Sherwood and
Chrome Hill chapters for the

# handovers, it was good to see

" Ul O Al 18 )8l cCIi
S carry the baton, that thing is

- | big enough to count as a

~ pillion!

Jono
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#EAOI EA Q "AOT80-DmEA O1 6 - AOE

Yes, once again, a goodly number in excess of 24 or so invaded the private
AxATTEIC T £ -0 O -00 '"TOATT &I O OEAI
For just a £7.50 donation, the attendee& T ET UAA OAAh AT A££A.
mushy peas with gravy), and desserts in a warm and inviting atmosphere. In fact, there was
more than enough food to go around, even after Paul and Barry had third helpings, and many
others enjoyed seconds, there wagii enough to auction off several place settings for

Ol I T OOT zwhich raidddAan additional £5 for the Club funds. A healthy £117 was raised
after the cost of the pie, etc was accounted fgrDebs had such a smile on her face when Bern
gave herthe®i AAOO 11 A OAOADP PEAAA T &£ PAPAO OE/
)y AEAT 60 ETIT x Ui & AIOIA £EO O 1 AT U AOT O1 7
xAOA Al1l OEOOET C AT I &£ OOAAIT U O1 ATET U OEA
potatoes-T T x ) xT 1T AAO xET | AAA OEAI 8e

Paul managed to slip out of the washing up this year. Instead Tracy and a few other little
helpers sorted out the dishwasher contents.

The game of the evening was Jengar is it Genga? Anyway, Kevin was in his element as he
tried to better his poor attempt at the Chapter Challenge at the Convergence Rally this year.
"O00 -AOEGO 1 AA OEI xAA EEI EIT x O Al EOS8A

#EAOIEA QO "AO1 60 EI OPEOAI EOU AgOAT AARAA DAOC
guests had departed. A lateuppa was enjoyed by one or two. Sampling of the best gin on the
marketz0 AT AAOUT 8 Ozwa®anfust fo helpisdttle the gut after a huge invasion of
steak pie filling accompanied by mushy peas, gravy and some fantastic mashed potatoes. Anc
to remind me of how wonderful the mash had been, the small blister on the palm of my hand
smarted from time to time.

7TEAO0 A COAAO TECEO OEAO AOAOUITA AT ET UAA E
Mash Night already.

Thanks to our hosts, Charli& Bernice and to all who came along to make the night a great
success.

'TA 11T x8 #EAOI EAh OEAOATE® EAGEOA BIAGAROIEAD &

1. Bolil pealed potatoes in lightly salted water for about 20 minutes or until the potatoes are
cookedthrough. Old potatoes or maircrop are best as new potatoes do not mash well.

2. Drain potato water into a sink or other disposal appliance taking care not to splash
anyone as boiling water on bare skin will hurt. Also, consider using the potato water adbase
fluid for your gravy.

3.  Allow potatoes to rest for a few minutes whilst you gather the following items:

a. Potato masherz note: a metal masher works better than a plastic one.

b.  An ergonomically approved eating fork.
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c. Butter (preferably Welsh sdted butter, but if not available, then any butter
will do. If butter is not an item you keep in your refrigerator, then a spread such
as Flora or Lurpak will do as a substitute).

d. A small volume of fresh milkz full fat, none of that skimmed or sem
skimmed substitute.

e. Black pepper.

f. Finely ground sea salt or table salt for seasoning as per preferred taste.

4.  Using your highquality metal potato masher, crush the potatoes taking care not to leave
a

5

ny large lumps of potato.

: Cut a large lump of btter and place it on the potatoes. It will soften with the heat from
the potatoes.
6. Mix the potatoes and butter using the higlguality potato masher. The softening butter
will also help crush any remaining lumps of potato.
7.  Add a small volume of fulifat milk (approximately 1/3rd of a tea-cup) to the potatoes.
8.  Using the ergonomically approved eating fork, briskly whisk the potatoes, butter and
milk in a circular fashion, similar to the action used when whipping fresh cream. This will
crush the remaining lumps of potato as well as aerate the mash and allow the infusion of milk
& butter into the potato. Note: the ergonomically approved eating fork is critical to personal
safety and wellbeing. A poorly designed eating fork can result in blistering of thEalm of the
hand when whisking the potato/butter/milk mixture.
9. Finally, add some black pepper and salt to season the mash. The amount you add is to
Ui 60 1 EEET Ch O1T AIT160 AA O11 AACAO O AAA
removed.
0. 'T A E£ET AT T Uh EZ OEEO EO All O11T 1 OAE £
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Rock around the Lochs z from Bern

Day 1

SoOAO | AGO OEEO EO OEA EEOOO #EADPOAO
the west coast of Scotland, with a 2 night stop in Lauder. Our meeting place is the Ferrybridge
services for a 10:30 departure. Our Head Road Captain is leading us today aftdraa short
AOEAZET ¢ AT A OEA OOOAI DPADPAOxI OEh EOB6O0 00O/
little overcast but warm and we soon head off down the Al to Scotch corner where we stop fol
a quick comfort break and refuel, which will mean that wevill have enough now to reach our
destination. After rejoining the Al for just a short distance we turn off onto the A68 and now
head towards County Durham and are finding the roads less busy. There is a dramatic change
in the scenery with lush green farntand, tall pine trees and rolling hills and lakes, it is
stunningly beautiful. As we continue along the well surfaced winding roads, the scenery just
gets better as we skim the edge of the Northumberland National Park with the forests, dense
copses and hik that surround us in every direction.

Our lunch stop is at the Errington Arms coffee shop at Corbridge which is just a short distance
AOT I (AAOEAT 60 7A1 18 0AOA EAA T AAA A ATl EE
received a very warm welome from the staff who had reserved tables for us outside as it was
now quite pleasantly warm. We all enjoyed our sandwiches, home made quiche and jacket
potatoes with all the fillings being home made, it was all delicious. There was also an amazing
selecion of homemade cakes inside, which some of the group could not resist.

Back on the bikes we only now have about 63 miles to go, which will take us about an hour an
a half. More great biking roads with a good pace and everyone keeping together means we
make good time and soon we cross the border
into Scotland. We stop at the Border signs to
have a customary Chapter photo before heading
off for the last few miles. By now the weather is
just beginning to deteriorate and we arrive at

- The Black Bull in Laudejust as the rain starts.

B There is another warm welcome for us from the
staff when we arrive and we are soon in our
rooms enjoying a bit of downtime before

meeting up in the bar. Our room is lovely with a
huge modern bathroom and very comfy bed. We
had adelicious meal here from a menu that
promotes the wonderful Scottish produce of shellfish, fish, steaks and of course haggis. It was
all super, and we had a great evening of laughter and just being together again. Thanks Pete |
was a fabulous route and aery enjoyable ride today and we managed to stay dry. See what
the rest of the week brings
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The hotel had asked us to pre order our breakfast the evening before so when
we come down in the morning, everything is all laid out with the room numbers
on the table so we know where we should sit. As people join us and we all
enquire how we all slept it soon appears that during the conversation that Pete, Dai and Anni
all suffered badly in the night with cramp, and about the same time of 3am. We establislath
Pete and Dai had been drinking the Blue Moon beer the night before and Pete informs us that
apparently it is meant to be good for people who suffer with cramps. They are now referred to
O4EA #OAI PADOOGS

Day 2

471 AAUBO OEAAR 1 AA A C Ashkolt of Abdut D1A@ilds rourlitrip. StAnlis up £
at 10:30 and the first stop is to fuel up. The weather is a little overcast but warm and dry. Our
destination today is to the spa town of Moffat via Peebles, and is a fabulous ride with winding
biking roads, nore stunning lush tall green fir and pine trees and warm weather. The roads cut
through the agricultural farmland which is home to hundreds of sheep that tend to
occasionally drift into the road with their lambs, causing the riders to slow down to avoid

them. The lambs are very pretty with black faces, and stay close to their mothers as they

I AGET 001l U AT160 1 EEA OEA TTEOU (AOI AUdOs
We arrive at Moffat which has a very '
picturesque broad high street with g
numerous examples of historical )
architecture, one beng of a sheep that the
sculptures forgot to give ears. Moffat is an
historic spa town that stands on the River §
Annan, and is a designated area of E
AT T OAOOAOCET T h Al 000—
architectural and agricultural heritage is
preserved. We find a superb coffeshop
called The Rumbling Tums where we are
able to sit outside and enjoy the 7 4 ; ;
homemade cakes and pastries with our drlnks After a short walk around the main square we
are back on the bikes heading back towards Lauder. Our final stop is at a very picturesgull

in cafe just along from a place called Tibbie Shiels and is set on the banks of Loch of the Lowe
It is very popular with other bikers as well as campers and families out for the day with their
Al AGO AT A EAOET C AARNGS OiBplade @s weltas Heingydrpbidautuh A A /

Back at the hotel and after a shower and change we all meet in the bar and are welcomed as
usual by our Iovely hosts Alan and Mandy Who own the Black Bull. Alan Is a true Scot even

Y z ~ - -

decides that as tonight is our last night he will give a prize of a bottle of whiskey from the local
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distillery to the owner of the bike that he likes the most. We all enjoy another
superb meal and the evening ends with the prize being awarded to Steve, and
his low rider. Another great riding day with great company and great weather,
tomorrow we move on to Loch Awe, and we are living the dream.

Day 3

After rain during the night we thought we would have a wet start this morning, but by 8 am the
rain had stopped and it was looking more hopeful for a dry ride today which will be to Loch
Awe. Alan and Mandy (our hosts) welcome us as usual with their friendly smiles, grea&trgice
and another delicious breakfast which is all ready and waiting for us. Alan was telling me that
he was a professional footballer and as well as playing for Celtic he also played for Scotland a
ET OAOT AGET T Al 1 AOGAT A&l Oof lisHobtbad shiltshframeg gnd iOraingg A
with great pride in the bar area of the hotel. He is so entertaining with his funny stories and
both he and Mandy have looked after us extremely well. They have obviously spent a lot of
money in refurbishing the hotel in the 6 years since they have had it, with everything being
done to a very high standard. Even the bed linen and pillows are so comfy and of superior
NOAIl EOQus !''1 AT EO Al O A OAOU AAAIT I Pl EOEAA
counter himself from beautiful wood and then has inlaid a pattern into the top before giving it
a highly polished finished. It is quite unique and very quirky. We are sorry to be leaving as we
EAOA EAA A xiI 1T AAOEDOI OOAU AO 4o&ldng befork ewill' Ol
return.

Charlie is leading the 149 mile ride today to Portsonachan, and should take us betweef 5
hours allowing for coffee and lunch stops. Our route today will be heading west and will be a
mixture of country roads, and motorway as this will avoid the traffic through Edinburgh and
Glasgow city centres. We will also shoot around the edge of the Pentland Hills National Park,
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park as well as crossing the Erskine Bridge that
crosses the RiveClyde. We make really good time as the roads are clear and as we eat up th
miles the scenery becomes less picturesque, more rugged and flat. The traffic around both
Edinburgh and Glasgow is quite heavy and we have to filter for a short while but as thaffic
thins we are able to push on although we are little behind schedule as our planned coffee stor
was closed so we had to find somewhere else, which fortunately was only a short distance on.
16 bikers arriving unexpectedly caused a little bit of disrugion for the staff so it took a while

for us all to be served. Having had our caffeine fix we are ready to push on and soon we are
back on lovely biking roads with glorious scenery and even the sun is beginning to make an
appearance. Charlie has arrangedaif us to have lunch in Tarbet at a converted chapel which is
TTx A PDOA AAIT T AA 4EA 31 ATE8 ) AEAT 60 ETIT x
OAEAAOOG T O O OOAEOA A Cci AOOG68 4EA 1T x1 AOC
keen hbkers and are outside waiting to greet us as we arrive. They are only a young couple,
very friendly and very colourful, Hayley with her blue and pink matching hair and fingernails
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and Tom with his partly shaved head, ponytail and tattoos.

It is warm enough to sit outside and although we did have to wait a while for our
food it was well worth it as it was so delicious, especially the haggis bonbons
with a whiskey cream sauce. After a few photos of us all for Tom and Hayley, w
now begln thelast leg of our journey which provides more spectacular scenery as we ride for

: many miles alongside the bank of the beautiful
Loch Lomond. The Loch is huge, over 22 miles long
, and is often considered the boundary between the
lowlands of central Scotland ad the Highlands.
There are beautiful properties dotted about
overlooking the Loch perched on the hillsides as
well as local fish shops and places to stay. Itis a

- stunningly beautiful ride that leads us into the

~ pretty quaint town of Inveraray, which is st upon

~ the banks of the smaller Loch Fyne and passing by
. the entrance to the impressive Gothic Inveraray
castle. We are now only about 10 miles from our
final destination and now the best is yet to come,

~ the 4 mile descent once turning off the main road,

. down the single track tree lined road to the hotel.
The road surface is good, but it is rather narrow,
with lots of twists and turns and ups and downs
g S . butitis worth the challenge as the beautiful Loch
Awe comes into view. We are staylng at the Portsonaah Hotel that is totally off the beaten
track but literally sits right on the banks of the Loch with the most awesome (pun) views. Bikes
parked up and a short wait to get our room keys, we meet up later outside for pre dinner
drinks as it is a beautiful eening to take in the wonderful views and then we all start to ask
each other about their rooms. As Charlie and | booked on to this trip later than everyone else,
the only room available to us was a Loch side lodge, which although is quite nice inside, vath
kitchen, 2 bathrooms, big bedroom, lounge and verandah, we soon discover that after running
OEA OAPO A1 O A xEEI A xA AAOOAT T U AT180 EAC
OET OO0 xAEO A1l AT CET AAO AT AO Ai€eppedAintheh AAO
meantime we are both desperate to have a hot shower and freshen up after the 150 mile ride
but it is now close to 7:30 and the time that our tables for dinner have been booked. So we
decide to meet with everyone and have dinner in thedpe that when we return the water

POl Al Al xEI 1 AA O1 OOAA8 3AAI U TAAOIT U AOGAOL
OT1T OiAllTh TO OEA OEI xAO EOOO OOEAEI AO 1 OC
as the ceiling is so low. On #hplus side the evening meal was very good although the menu ha
been reduced due to the current restrictions and they also have less staff so everything takes
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longer. . We all move from the restaurant into the more comfy surroundings
of the hotel loungewhich actually is one of the better rooms and we finish off

the evening with a few nightcaps and lots of laughter. Needless to say we still
AEAT 60 EAOA ATU EI O xAOAO AOO A&EOAO
avacantroomsoaswe canusedh AAOEOI T I &£ O A OEI xA0O8 ) O
that it will all be sorted tomorrow. But despite all this we are having a great time, the food is
good and the views are stunning and we can have a laugh about the low ceilings and small be

sufihRA 01T OAU OEAO OEA 01 0001 T AAEAT EAO 11 x
Day 4

111 OEA O1I 110 EIT OEA T AET DPAOO 1T £ OEA EI Of
your way round as there are no numbers to follow. We did however manage to find the
O7AIT 1 AAAG Oil1Ti OEAO xA EAA AAAT CEOAT OE/

to bed last night. But we wake up this morning to still no hot water, but we do have a breakfast
hamper that has been delivered as we are staying in one of tragbes and not the main

building. The contents comprises of 1 small tub of yoghul¥ , 3 small boxes of cereal, a carton
of orange juice, a litre of fresh milk, a small kilner jar of apricots in syrup, a larger kilner jar of
granola, a selectionofjamsah | AOI AT AAAdOh AOOOAO PAOO Al
Apparently again due to the restrictions there is no option here for a cooked breakfast, so no
bacon, sausage or eggH. . Also due to the remoteness of the hotel, the water is sourced from
the surrounding area and although it goes through a filtration system the water is still slightly
brown discoloured from the amount of peat and is therefore not recommended for guests to
drink unless it has been boiled. So each day each room will receive alitre bottle of drinking
water, but in our case we had to ask for it yesterday when we arrived. The kitchen is very
basic, with a kettle, toaster, microwave and just a few plates, glasses and cutlery. All the
cupboards have badly fitting doors, there is dishwasher, but no dishwasher tablets and no
dishcloth to wash up with, but there is a small tea towel and some Fairy Liquid. After breakfast
and boiling the kettle several times so we can have some warm water to wash in we get
dressed and meet up outsid« EOE A OAOUI T A A O O AAuUs O OEA
4T AAU EO OEA AAU OEAO xA CcAO O1 OO0OT AE AOI(
longer ride that will also take in Fort William and Glencoe. It is a beautiful morning and
pleasantly warm so we are all readynd set off from the hotel back up and down the windy 4
mile single track road. We had hardly gone any distance when we see a big hedge cutting
vehicle coming in the opposite direction, so we all stop while we figure out how we are going
to get past. Fortinately he has pulled over into a passing place ldyy so we are able to

continue to then be confronted by 2 vans, one of which is escorting a wide load. So now we
EAOA A OAAl bpOiT Al Ai A0 OEA xEAA 11T AA EOwA
how, but we all managed to literally squeeze by safely.
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The 1st stop again today is to fuel up, before we head north towards Fort
William riding along the beautiful scenic banks of Loch Linnhe, which is
approximately 31 miles long and is the only seadch on the west coast of
Scotland. On route we pull off the main road about 1.5 miles north east of Port
Appin to take a look at Castle Stalker. This a very impressive 4 storey medieval tower house C
keep set on a tidal islet on Loch Laich whichis difi@]l © O1 AAAAOO &£OT I (
claim to fame was that it was used in one of
the locations for the Monty Python film The
Holy Grail. Back on the bikes we continue
along the winding scenic roads passing
through Fort William and it is here that we
first catch sight of the very imposing and
magnificent snow capped Ben Nevis, which
EO " OEOAET 60 OAI1AO0O
IS just surrounded by huge mountains in
every direction and is quite a spectacle. Dai
has booked us in for lunch at a pub in
Banavie which also happens to be just acros: — e
OEA O AA ££EOI i ApOOT A6 O SOA)OAAOAS I FOA O /
AAAECOT OT A xA AAAEAA Of OAEA A xAITE AT A 11
Staircase. This is an amazing & of engineering comprising of 8 locks on the Caledonian Canal
that forms a staircase of over a quarter of a mile long and raises the canal by 62 feet. It will
take a boat about 90 minutes to travel either up or down the canal and is the longest staircase
lock in Scotland, and is certainly very impressive. We return to the bikes and make our way
back through Fort William and on to Glencoe. There is a noticeable dramatic drop in the
temperature as we begin to climb up the mountain and it is not long befomge are well over
pnnnn EFAAO AAT OA OAA 1 AOGAI 8 0AO0OIT U AAAAOOA
Glencoe is very popular with walkers and climbers, and has been designated as a national
nature reserve for conservation. There is not argat deal to see but open quite barren
landscape but it is very windy and cold. So we are not sorry as we descend to be out of the
wind and the warmer temperature. We are now heading back to our hotel and enjoy the lovely
scenery along the banks of Lochéhtriochtan, Loch Tulla, and Loch Ba until we reach a very
quirky place to refuel our bikes for the morning called The Green Welly Stop at Tyndrum.
Whilst we are here we decide to have a quick coffee stop and have a real shock when we con
to pay, as we ae charged £8.50 for 1 cup of tea, 1 cup of coffee and 2 shortbread biscuits that
actually were not that good & . We arrive back at the hotel later than usual and have less thar
an hour before we have to go in for dinner. Charlie and I still have no hot tea, so we quickly
traipse back over to the Wallace room with our toiletries under our arm so we can have a hot
shower before dinner. Dinner tonight was ok, we both opted for the steak pie which was good
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some magnificent scenery, eaten lovely food and had lots of fun. Apart from the
lack of hot water still, all is well at Fawlty Towers.

Day 5
We awake to a rather damp and miserable morning after the overnight rain, and there is more
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very weather dependant on where we go as the forecast of rain later is looking quite probable.
So we head off back along the route we took last night as we are returning to the Green Welly
Stop as Anni and some of thetler ladies want to have a look in the gift shop there. It is only
about 20-30 minutes ride from the hotel so the smaller bikes take advantage of refuelling,
which should see them ok for the rest of the day. It is a very popular place for other bikers and
in the car park there is a rather unusual motorbike and side car that resembles a metal box,
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It would appear there is no where for a passenger to sit in the stdcar as the luggage is
strapped down and sitting on top of what looks like
a hinged lid. The bike itself is an Indian and quite
ornate, with lots of studs around the seat and
panniers, and a rather attractive burgundy and gold
paint job of an American Indan painted on the tank.
The girls and Kevin have been shopping in the very %
expensive gift shop, Anni and Tracy bought a toy
Highland cow in there the day before and today Kevigess
appears with a lovely memento of a bright green
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now making our way to a place called Killin that sits ©
on the western head of Loch Tay, to see the famou
Falls of Dochart. It is not a long ride but still
picturesque with beautiful Loch views, lovely
winding roads, babbling streamsand lots of tall pine f‘;'
trees that line the roadside. We soon arrive and
park in the car park of the pub where Anni has
booked us in for lunch and just happens tbe : ,
directly opposite the Falls. It is the most beautifully scenic placéhe Falls are a specteular
series of rapids where the rivers Lochay and Dochart join to create the most stunningly pretty
setting. The Falls are crossed by a narrow multi arched stone bridge and because it is so
narrow it is only possible for one vehicle to cross at a time. 8ounding the Falls are lots of
huge rocks and stones, some of which are flat enough for us to be able to gingerly walk over t
get closer to the water. Some dhe men decide to have a laugh to they see how many of them
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would fit standing up on one otthe rocks without falling in the water. They
managed 6, so not to be outdone the girls had a bat only 4 of us managed it.
After a short exploration of the falls and a photo call with us all on the bridge,
we make our way back to the pub for a very nice lui. They specialise in
smoked products such as salmon, fish and cheese which they smoke on the premises, so
Charlie and | opted for the tapas sharing platter of their hot and cold smoked salmon, salmon
pate, smoked cheese, haggis fritters and oatcakeswts all very delicious.

So the plan after lunch is to
head back and up into the
mountains and Highlands. But
the longer we ride we can see
the low cloud that has now
descended on the tops of the
mountains and the weather
has become very drizzly and
wet. At a convenient point
Anni pulls us all over to give us
the options of putting on our
wet gear and also ask if it is
worth carrying on. The general
feeling is to abandon the plans
as the weather looks unlikely
to improve, so we have a
bimble back to the hotl and an earlier finish for the day. As we are leaving Fawlty Towers
tomorrow we are grateful to have the time for getting packed up in time for an early start in
the morning. Before everyone goes back to their rooms, Charlie and | invite everyone to our
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reception to find out what room we can use this evening, so that we chiave a shower. What |
assume was the manager appears from the office, as she begins to hear our conversation witt
the receptionist. She obviously was aware of the water problem and tells us that our dinner
tonight will be complimentary will also include abottle of wine. We are given the key of the
lodge next door to us as it unoccupied and told we can either move there or just use the
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shower which | might add wasonly just warm



