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Greetings	&	Salutations	
								…from	Paul	Redhead,	Chapter	Director	

	
	
	

Do	you	know,	that	gel	stuff	at	the	shops	and	
supermarkets	is	an	ace	hand	cleaner..???	It	gets	all	that	grime	and	
shite	from	out	of	your	callouses	and	underneath	the	fingernails;	grand	
stuff	that	gel…	and	it’s	free..!!!	
	

Most	of	you	know	my	good	friend	(and	yours)	Nick	Major.	He’s	
recently	had	a	bit	of	a	relapse	and	is	currently	in	hospital.	Please	join	
me	in	wishing	Nick	all	the	very	best	and	to	have	a	swift	recovery.	
Even	though	Nick	has	only	been	a	member	for	a	little	over	a	year,	he	
has	made	a	significant	impact	in	the	Chapter	and	has	brought	smiles	
to	many	faces.	
	

And	now,	down	to	Chapter	business…	
	

I’m	afraid	there’s	not	much	to	tell	what	with	all	this	Lockdown	still	
going	on.	But	there	is	light	at	the	end	of	the	tunnel	with	the	
vaccination	programme	going	well,	and	the	slow	lifting	of	Lockdown	
just	a	few	weeks	away.	We’ll	soon	be	riding	our	Harleys	again,	first	in	
groups	of	six,	but	in	just	a	few	months,	as	a	full	Chapter	group.	And	if	
things	go	to	plan,	we’ll	be	having	our	first	Club	Night	meeting	in	over	
a	year	by	late	Spring.	So,	be	patient	and	stick	with	it.	
	

It’s	terrific	to	see	nearly	all	of	our	existing	members	rejoining,	and	
even	better	to	see	new	members	joining	us	even	though	we’ve	not	
had	a	chance	to	meet	face	to	face	-	welcome.	
	

I’d	like	to	thank	all	of	you	who	have	made	the	effort	to	support	the	
meetings	on	Zoom	and	joining	in	the	quizzes,	which	have	been	a	good	
laugh.	
	

Thanks	also	goes	out	to	Charlie	Gordon,	our	Membership	&	
Webmaster	Officer.	He’s	been	doing	some	extra	paperwork	on	behalf	
of	the	Chapter	to	keep	us	on	the	straight	and	narrow,	so	thanks	for	
that	Charlie.	
	

And	a	big	thank	you	for	the	general	support	we	get	from	members	
and	committee	folk	who	are	still	working	away	in	the	background	to	
keep	things	ticking	over	during	Lockdown.	
	

I’m	sure	you	will	all	agree	that	we	are	all	looking	forward	to	our	first	
ride-out	of	the	season.	Our	Head	Road	Captain,	Pete,	is	working	hard	
to	pull	together	a	list	of	rides	starting	next	month.	His	Road	Crew	is	
there	supporting	him	and	of	course,	without	the	Road	Crew,	we	
simply	wouldn’t	survive	as	a	motorcycle	club.	
	

Keep	safe,	Paul	



	

	 	

Words	from	the	Editor	
									…from	Dai	Gunter,	Chapter	Editor	

	

Welcome	to	another	edition	of	your	Chapter	Magazine.	
It’s	been	a	bit	of	a	challenge	to	produce	this	time	

around	–	in	fact	it’s	always	a	challenge,	but	this	time	even	more	so,	
since	we’re	stuck	in	Lockdown	and	we	are	in	the	grips	of	winter;	so,	
struggling	for	write-ups	is	an	understatement.	But,	thanks	to	the	few,	
the	very	few,	I’ve	managed	to	scrape	just	enough	material	to	allow	
you	a	good	ten	or	fifteen	minutes	of	reading.	
	

Anyway,	it	has	been	a	long	drawn	out	winter,	but	there’s	definitely	light	at	the	end	of	the	
tunnel.	Boris	&	his	cloonies	seem	to	be	giving	us	a	bit	of	hope	in	the	imminent	easing	of	
Lockdown	restrictions;	Spring	is	just	a	few	weeks	away	(which	also	means	the	clocks	will	be	
adjusted	for	British	Summer	Time	–	or	if	you’re	American,	Daylight	Saving	Time)	so	we’ll	have	
lighter,	(and	hopefully)	warmer	evenings.	And	of	course,	we’ll	be	able	to	get	back	on	two	
wheels	from	4th	April	with	the	reintroduction	of	‘Ride	with	6’.	
	

Pete	Abbott	has	been	busying	himself	in	organizing	the	Road	Crew	to	come	up	with	enough	
rides	to	allow	us	to	restart	the	‘Ride	with	6’	programme	until	we	can	ride	as	a	full	group	
sometime	in	the	following	months	–	Cloonies’	tick-boxes	ticked	of	course.	This	will	also	mean	
that	we	should	get	to	see	each	other	in	a	full	Club	Night	sometime	around	May/June.	And	even	
more	exciting	is	that	we’ll	also	be	able	to	attend	rallies	and	even	go	on	a	holiday	(fingers	
crossed	eh?).	
	

So,	what	does	this	current	edition	of	the	Imp	hold	for	us?	
Well,	unless	you’ve	flicked	through	the	magazine,	you	already	will	have	read	
Paul’s	‘Greetings	&	Salutations’.	Then	there’s	this	page	of	waffle	and	an	
update	on	our	current	membership	&	website	status	courtesy	of	our	
Webmaster	&	Membership	Officer,	Mr	Charlie	Gordon.	Charlie’s	good	lady,	
Bernice,	has	also	pulled	out	the	stops	and	sent	me	a	nice	little	ditty	giving	us	
all	an	update	on	what	she’s	been	doing	to	keep	the	hands	busy	over	the	
winter.	And	there’s	a	lovely	little	write-up	from	Nicky	Robson	which	is	
worth	a	good	scrutiny	if	you	fancy	going	north	of	the	border	for	a	wee	ride	through	the	glens.	
If	you’re	interested	in	the	black	stuff	you	wear	your	tyres	out	on,	then	you	might	find	my	
rambling	about	bitumen	of	interest.	There’s	more	where	that	came	from,	so	if	you	don’t	want	
to	suffer	any	more	of	my	rambling,	please	do	send	in	yours	to	help	fill	the	blank	pages	of	the	
next	Imp	magazine.	
There’s	a	little	nonsense	from	our	good	doctor,	that’ll	be	the	Doktor	Bob	page.	And	of	course,	
there’s	an	update	from	Bonny	about	the	Yellow	Belly	Melee	–	yes,	the	date	has	changed	and	it’s	
all	looking	very	promising.	
And	last	but	not	least,	the	cover	picture	is	one	taken	back	in	2008	on	a	road	trip	through	
Europe	en	route	to	Lake	Garda.	If	I	don’t	get	enough	submissions	for	the	next	Imp,	then	I’m	
afraid	I	am	going	to	have	to	torture	you	with	a	write-up	on	that	trip	(yawn...!).	
	

In	the	meantime,	enjoy	what	we	have	and	let’s	all	make	an	effort	to	make	the	most	of	what	we	
can….	

All	the	very	best,	Dai.	











	

	 	

Harris	&	Lewis 
…by	Nicky	Robson	

	

Paul	and	myself	are	quite	keen	on	Scotland	so	
any	biking	trip	up	North	deserves	to	be	

extended	as	much	as	possible.	Over	the	last	ten	years	we’ve	
loved	going	to	Thunder	in	the	Glens	almost	every	year	and	
each	time	we	look	at	where	would	be	fun	to	ride	beforehand.	
Having	already	ridden	the	West	Coast	500	(before	it	was	
named	North	Coast	500)	we	decided	a	trip	to	the	Outer	
Hebrides	would	be	a	nice	plan.	It’s	a	much	less	travelled	route	
but	includes	lots	of	exciting	moments.		
	

As	we	are	still	suffering	
lockdown	now,	we	thought	
other	members	of	the	Chapter	
might	be	considering	where	in	
Britain	to	ride	when	lockdown	

lifts	and	so	we’ve	
written	a	few	words	and	
dug	out	a	few	of	the	
photos	to	help	inspire	
ideas.		
	

We	like	leisurely	biking	
and	nice	hotels	so	we’ve	
a	list	of	good	places	to	
stay.	One	of	our	regular	
stops	on	the	A68	is	
West	Woodburn	just	
before	Carter	Bar.	The	
Bay	Horse	Inn	has	

always	offered	a	friendly	welcome	and	good	food.	It’s	the	start	of	the	real	holiday	after	which	
we	ride	into	Scotland	and	the	scenery	gets	better	and	better.	The	weather	can	do	almost	
anything,	even	in	August,	particularly	over	Drumochter	Pass	but	it’s	always	atmospheric	with	
highlights	galore.	Just	always	pack	your	winter	biking	gear!	
	

Crossing	Rannoch	Moor	with	a	lunch	or	evening	stop	at	the	Kings	House	makes	you	feel	like	a	
true	Jacobite	Rebel	and	then	soaring	down	through	Glencoe	is	spectacular.		
	

There	are	two	main	ferry	routes	out	to	Harris	and	Lewis	so	we	chose	to	use	both.	We	went	
north	up	the	A87	through	Glen	Shiel	between	the	south	Glen	Shiel	Ridge	and	the	Five	Sisters	of	
Kintail	past	the	Cluanie	Inn	(good	soup	and	petrol)	to	reach	the	Skye	road	bridge.	It’s	still	a	



	

	 	

good	50	miles	north	on	Skye	to	reach	the	
port	of	Uig	and	the	Harris	ferry.	It’s	
worth	booking	in	at	the	Uig	Hotel	to	
explore	the	Quirang	and	the	Isle	of	Skye	
Brewery.	Then	the	Caledonian	

MacBrayne	ferry	takes	you	across	to	Scalpay	and	South	
Harris.	Keep	a	good	lookout	for	otters,	whales	and	sea	
eagles.	After	the	majestic	mountains	of	west	Scotland	
and	the	Cuillins	on	Skye,	the	Hebrides	are	surprisingly	
flat.	But	we	were	blessed	with	excellent	weather	and	
superb	views.	We	rode	past	amazing	stone	circles	and	
Neolithic	settlements	heading	north	round	the	coast	to	
Stornaway	on	Lewis.	Not	a	single	pig	to	be	seen	but	
home	to	the	very	best	black	pudding	in	the	world!	
	

After	a	circuit	of	the	north	Lewis	peninsula	we	caught	
the	ferry	back	to	the	mainland	and	Ullapool.	But	more	
excitement	was	on	route	when	the	rescue	helicopter	
came	over	on	a	mission.	It	turned	out	to	be	a	planned	
rescue	practice	but	looked	very	authentic	at	the	time	
winching	a	man	to	safety	on	the	helicopter.		
	

From	Ullapool	it’s	a	fast	ride	back	down	to	Inverness	
and	then	down	the	A9	to	Aviemore	for	Thunder	in	the	
Glens.		
	

When	we	arrived,	we	happily	joined	up	with	another	
Lindum	Colonian,	Paddy,	and	his	friendly	side-car,	Bear,	
for	the	legendary	ride	out.		
	

A	grand	trip	out!	
Nicky	Robson	





	

	 	

Charity	&	Events	Update	
…from	Bonny	Wallis,	Chapter	Charity	

			 			 			 	 						&	Activities	Officer		
	

 
Yellow	Belly	Melee	3rd	–	5th	September	2021	
	
There	are	still	some	rooms	available	for	this	year’s	Yellow	Belly	
Melee.	
	
The	cost	£200.00	for	a	Superior	Room	which	includes	2	nights	Bed	
&	Breakfast,	2	party	nights	with	disco	&	dinner.	
There	is	also	use	of	the	pool	and	spa	bookings	can	be	made.	
Standard	rooms	are	available	for	£180.00.	
	
The	theme	for	the	Saturday	night	fancy	dress	party	is:	

Dress	up	as	your	favourite	actor,	film	baddie,	or	even	a	cartoon	character	-	let	your	imagination	
run	wild.	
	
Don't	miss	out	this	will	be	a	great	weekend.	

A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 




