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Greetings	&	Salutations	
								…from	Paul	Redhead,	Chapter	Director	

	
	
	

Do	you	know,	that	gel	stuff	at	the	shops	and	
supermarkets	is	an	ace	hand	cleaner..???	It	gets	all	that	grime	and	
shite	from	out	of	your	callouses	and	underneath	the	fingernails;	grand	
stuff	that	gel…	and	it’s	free..!!!	
	

Most	of	you	know	my	good	friend	(and	yours)	Nick	Major.	He’s	
recently	had	a	bit	of	a	relapse	and	is	currently	in	hospital.	Please	join	
me	in	wishing	Nick	all	the	very	best	and	to	have	a	swift	recovery.	
Even	though	Nick	has	only	been	a	member	for	a	little	over	a	year,	he	
has	made	a	significant	impact	in	the	Chapter	and	has	brought	smiles	
to	many	faces.	
	

And	now,	down	to	Chapter	business…	
	

I’m	afraid	there’s	not	much	to	tell	what	with	all	this	Lockdown	still	
going	on.	But	there	is	light	at	the	end	of	the	tunnel	with	the	
vaccination	programme	going	well,	and	the	slow	lifting	of	Lockdown	
just	a	few	weeks	away.	We’ll	soon	be	riding	our	Harleys	again,	first	in	
groups	of	six,	but	in	just	a	few	months,	as	a	full	Chapter	group.	And	if	
things	go	to	plan,	we’ll	be	having	our	first	Club	Night	meeting	in	over	
a	year	by	late	Spring.	So,	be	patient	and	stick	with	it.	
	

It’s	terrific	to	see	nearly	all	of	our	existing	members	rejoining,	and	
even	better	to	see	new	members	joining	us	even	though	we’ve	not	
had	a	chance	to	meet	face	to	face	-	welcome.	
	

I’d	like	to	thank	all	of	you	who	have	made	the	effort	to	support	the	
meetings	on	Zoom	and	joining	in	the	quizzes,	which	have	been	a	good	
laugh.	
	

Thanks	also	goes	out	to	Charlie	Gordon,	our	Membership	&	
Webmaster	Officer.	He’s	been	doing	some	extra	paperwork	on	behalf	
of	the	Chapter	to	keep	us	on	the	straight	and	narrow,	so	thanks	for	
that	Charlie.	
	

And	a	big	thank	you	for	the	general	support	we	get	from	members	
and	committee	folk	who	are	still	working	away	in	the	background	to	
keep	things	ticking	over	during	Lockdown.	
	

I’m	sure	you	will	all	agree	that	we	are	all	looking	forward	to	our	first	
ride-out	of	the	season.	Our	Head	Road	Captain,	Pete,	is	working	hard	
to	pull	together	a	list	of	rides	starting	next	month.	His	Road	Crew	is	
there	supporting	him	and	of	course,	without	the	Road	Crew,	we	
simply	wouldn’t	survive	as	a	motorcycle	club.	
	

Keep	safe,	Paul	



	

	 	

Words	from	the	Editor	
									…from	Dai	Gunter,	Chapter	Editor	

	

Welcome	to	another	edition	of	your	Chapter	Magazine.	
It’s	been	a	bit	of	a	challenge	to	produce	this	time	

around	–	in	fact	it’s	always	a	challenge,	but	this	time	even	more	so,	
since	we’re	stuck	in	Lockdown	and	we	are	in	the	grips	of	winter;	so,	
struggling	for	write-ups	is	an	understatement.	But,	thanks	to	the	few,	
the	very	few,	I’ve	managed	to	scrape	just	enough	material	to	allow	
you	a	good	ten	or	fifteen	minutes	of	reading.	
	

Anyway,	it	has	been	a	long	drawn	out	winter,	but	there’s	definitely	light	at	the	end	of	the	
tunnel.	Boris	&	his	cloonies	seem	to	be	giving	us	a	bit	of	hope	in	the	imminent	easing	of	
Lockdown	restrictions;	Spring	is	just	a	few	weeks	away	(which	also	means	the	clocks	will	be	
adjusted	for	British	Summer	Time	–	or	if	you’re	American,	Daylight	Saving	Time)	so	we’ll	have	
lighter,	(and	hopefully)	warmer	evenings.	And	of	course,	we’ll	be	able	to	get	back	on	two	
wheels	from	4th	April	with	the	reintroduction	of	‘Ride	with	6’.	
	

Pete	Abbott	has	been	busying	himself	in	organizing	the	Road	Crew	to	come	up	with	enough	
rides	to	allow	us	to	restart	the	‘Ride	with	6’	programme	until	we	can	ride	as	a	full	group	
sometime	in	the	following	months	–	Cloonies’	tick-boxes	ticked	of	course.	This	will	also	mean	
that	we	should	get	to	see	each	other	in	a	full	Club	Night	sometime	around	May/June.	And	even	
more	exciting	is	that	we’ll	also	be	able	to	attend	rallies	and	even	go	on	a	holiday	(fingers	
crossed	eh?).	
	

So,	what	does	this	current	edition	of	the	Imp	hold	for	us?	
Well,	unless	you’ve	flicked	through	the	magazine,	you	already	will	have	read	
Paul’s	‘Greetings	&	Salutations’.	Then	there’s	this	page	of	waffle	and	an	
update	on	our	current	membership	&	website	status	courtesy	of	our	
Webmaster	&	Membership	Officer,	Mr	Charlie	Gordon.	Charlie’s	good	lady,	
Bernice,	has	also	pulled	out	the	stops	and	sent	me	a	nice	little	ditty	giving	us	
all	an	update	on	what	she’s	been	doing	to	keep	the	hands	busy	over	the	
winter.	And	there’s	a	lovely	little	write-up	from	Nicky	Robson	which	is	
worth	a	good	scrutiny	if	you	fancy	going	north	of	the	border	for	a	wee	ride	through	the	glens.	
If	you’re	interested	in	the	black	stuff	you	wear	your	tyres	out	on,	then	you	might	find	my	
rambling	about	bitumen	of	interest.	There’s	more	where	that	came	from,	so	if	you	don’t	want	
to	suffer	any	more	of	my	rambling,	please	do	send	in	yours	to	help	fill	the	blank	pages	of	the	
next	Imp	magazine.	
There’s	a	little	nonsense	from	our	good	doctor,	that’ll	be	the	Doktor	Bob	page.	And	of	course,	
there’s	an	update	from	Bonny	about	the	Yellow	Belly	Melee	–	yes,	the	date	has	changed	and	it’s	
all	looking	very	promising.	
And	last	but	not	least,	the	cover	picture	is	one	taken	back	in	2008	on	a	road	trip	through	
Europe	en	route	to	Lake	Garda.	If	I	don’t	get	enough	submissions	for	the	next	Imp,	then	I’m	
afraid	I	am	going	to	have	to	torture	you	with	a	write-up	on	that	trip	(yawn...!).	
	

In	the	meantime,	enjoy	what	we	have	and	let’s	all	make	an	effort	to	make	the	most	of	what	we	
can….	

All	the	very	best,	Dai.	













	

	 	

Harris	&	Lewis 
…by	Nicky	Robson	

	

Paul	and	myself	are	quite	keen	on	Scotland	so	
any	biking	trip	up	North	deserves	to	be	

extended	as	much	as	possible.	Over	the	last	ten	years	we’ve	
loved	going	to	Thunder	in	the	Glens	almost	every	year	and	
each	time	we	look	at	where	would	be	fun	to	ride	beforehand.	
Having	already	ridden	the	West	Coast	500	(before	it	was	
named	North	Coast	500)	we	decided	a	trip	to	the	Outer	
Hebrides	would	be	a	nice	plan.	It’s	a	much	less	travelled	route	
but	includes	lots	of	exciting	moments.		
	

As	we	are	still	suffering	
lockdown	now,	we	thought	
other	members	of	the	Chapter	
might	be	considering	where	in	
Britain	to	ride	when	lockdown	

lifts	and	so	we’ve	
written	a	few	words	and	
dug	out	a	few	of	the	
photos	to	help	inspire	
ideas.		
	

We	like	leisurely	biking	
and	nice	hotels	so	we’ve	
a	list	of	good	places	to	
stay.	One	of	our	regular	
stops	on	the	A68	is	
West	Woodburn	just	
before	Carter	Bar.	The	
Bay	Horse	Inn	has	

always	offered	a	friendly	welcome	and	good	food.	It’s	the	start	of	the	real	holiday	after	which	
we	ride	into	Scotland	and	the	scenery	gets	better	and	better.	The	weather	can	do	almost	
anything,	even	in	August,	particularly	over	Drumochter	Pass	but	it’s	always	atmospheric	with	
highlights	galore.	Just	always	pack	your	winter	biking	gear!	
	

Crossing	Rannoch	Moor	with	a	lunch	or	evening	stop	at	the	Kings	House	makes	you	feel	like	a	
true	Jacobite	Rebel	and	then	soaring	down	through	Glencoe	is	spectacular.		
	

There	are	two	main	ferry	routes	out	to	Harris	and	Lewis	so	we	chose	to	use	both.	We	went	
north	up	the	A87	through	Glen	Shiel	between	the	south	Glen	Shiel	Ridge	and	the	Five	Sisters	of	
Kintail	past	the	Cluanie	Inn	(good	soup	and	petrol)	to	reach	the	Skye	road	bridge.	It’s	still	a	



	

	 	

good	50	miles	north	on	Skye	to	reach	the	
port	of	Uig	and	the	Harris	ferry.	It’s	
worth	booking	in	at	the	Uig	Hotel	to	
explore	the	Quirang	and	the	Isle	of	Skye	
Brewery.	Then	the	Caledonian	

MacBrayne	ferry	takes	you	across	to	Scalpay	and	South	
Harris.	Keep	a	good	lookout	for	otters,	whales	and	sea	
eagles.	After	the	majestic	mountains	of	west	Scotland	
and	the	Cuillins	on	Skye,	the	Hebrides	are	surprisingly	
flat.	But	we	were	blessed	with	excellent	weather	and	
superb	views.	We	rode	past	amazing	stone	circles	and	
Neolithic	settlements	heading	north	round	the	coast	to	
Stornaway	on	Lewis.	Not	a	single	pig	to	be	seen	but	
home	to	the	very	best	black	pudding	in	the	world!	
	

After	a	circuit	of	the	north	Lewis	peninsula	we	caught	
the	ferry	back	to	the	mainland	and	Ullapool.	But	more	
excitement	was	on	route	when	the	rescue	helicopter	
came	over	on	a	mission.	It	turned	out	to	be	a	planned	
rescue	practice	but	looked	very	authentic	at	the	time	
winching	a	man	to	safety	on	the	helicopter.		
	

From	Ullapool	it’s	a	fast	ride	back	down	to	Inverness	
and	then	down	the	A9	to	Aviemore	for	Thunder	in	the	
Glens.		
	

When	we	arrived,	we	happily	joined	up	with	another	
Lindum	Colonian,	Paddy,	and	his	friendly	side-car,	Bear,	
for	the	legendary	ride	out.		
	

A	grand	trip	out!	
Nicky	Robson	





	

	 	

Charity	&	Events	Update	
…from	Bonny	Wallis,	Chapter	Charity	

			 			 			 	 						&	Activities	Officer		
	

 
Yellow	Belly	Melee	3rd	–	5th	September	2021	
	
There	are	still	some	rooms	available	for	this	year’s	Yellow	Belly	
Melee.	
	
The	cost	£200.00	for	a	Superior	Room	which	includes	2	nights	Bed	
&	Breakfast,	2	party	nights	with	disco	&	dinner.	
There	is	also	use	of	the	pool	and	spa	bookings	can	be	made.	
Standard	rooms	are	available	for	£180.00.	
	
The	theme	for	the	Saturday	night	fancy	dress	party	is:	

Dress	up	as	your	favourite	actor,	film	baddie,	or	even	a	cartoon	character	-	let	your	imagination	
run	wild.	
	
Don't	miss	out	this	will	be	a	great	weekend.	

A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 



	

	 	

Life	in	Lockdown	III	
…What	has	Bernice	Gordon	getting	

up	to	during	Lockdown	III…	
	

Well,	here	we	are	again	in	Lockdown	3	and	what	has	
possibly	been	the	toughest.	But	there	is	some	positive	
news	now	we	have	the	vaccine	rolling	out,	and	the	
prospect	that	hopefully	it	won’t	be	too	long	before	we	are	

out	on	our	bikes	and	be	able	to	
meet	up.	So,	what	have	we	all	
been	up	to?	
	

Well,	my	love	of	knitting	

continues	made	even	more	enjoyable	
with	my	new	super-duper	‘Knitpro	
Zing’	
knitting	
needles	I	
had	for	

Christmas.	They	really	are	the	crème-de-la-crème	of	needles	and	
are	an	absolute	joy	to	knit	with.	The	needles	haven’t	stopped	and	I	
have	so	far	made	a	striped	jumper	for	our	grandson,	two	
children’s	turbans	and	three	pairs	of	ear	warmers.		But	as	we	now	
have	a	new	grandchild	on	the	way	there	will	be	soon	be	an	array	
of	baby	garments	hot	off	the	needles.	
	

We	have	continued	to	enjoy	the	virtual	club	nights	every	month,	
together	with	the	quiz	that	Tracy	and	Mark	put	together,	as	well	as	the	ladies	chat	nights.		The	
last	one	was	so	funny	and	would	strongly	recommend	coming	along	for	a	bit	of	a	laugh.		It	is	so	
nice	to	see	familiar	faces	and	play	along	with	one	of	Annie’s	‘Would	I	Lie	To	You’	games.	
	

Weather	permitting,	we	try	and	get	out	on	our	bikes	every	day	although	at	weekends	we	tend	
to	have	a	break	from	the	bikes	and	go	for	a	long	walk	instead.		It	has	been	great	as	we	have	
discovered	some	lovely	walks	
right	on	our	doorstep.		Our	
circuit,	when	we	first	started	
riding	our	bikes	a	few	months	
ago,	was	literally	round	the	block,	
maybe	1-2	miles,	but	we	have	
slowly	widened	our	route	and	
now	cycle	to	Blyton,	via	Aisby	
and	Pilham,	which	now	equates	
to	just	under	12	miles.		It	takes	us	
just	over	an	hour	and	our	treat	
when	we	get	back	is	a	shower	
followed	by	a	Nespresso	coffee	



	

	 	

(other	brands	are	available)	from	our	new	machine	that	we	bought	ourselves	
for	Christmas.		Charlie	is	more	disciplined	than	I	and	goes	out	even	on	the	
coldest	days	that	we	have	recently	had.	
	

The	other	excitement	and	welcome	news	was	an	appointment	for	us	both	to	go	
for	our	COVID-19	vaccination.		We	had	a	phone	call	from	our	doctor’s	surgery	and	were	invited	
to	go	to	the	Lincolnshire	Showground	on	a	suitable	date	and	time	for	our	1st	vaccination.	We	
found	the	whole	experience	very	positive	and	extremely	well	organised,	from	when	we	arrived	
and	were	met	by	a	very	friendly	marshal	directing	us	to	where	we	needed	to	park,	to	the	
Vaccinator	who	administered	the	vaccine,	it	was	a	very	pleasant	and	positive	experience.		We	
now	have	the	date	for	our	2nd	vaccine	and	will	be	chomping	at	the	bit	to	return	in	the	
knowledge	that	we	will	be	fully	
protected.	
	

This	weekend	has	seen	glorious	weather	
and	it	seems	that	Spring	has	at	last	has	
made	an	appearance.	We	have	
particularly	noticed	on	our	walks	and	
bike	rides	how	beautiful	and	in	great	
abundance	the	snowdrops	have	been	this	
year.	What	a	welcome	sight	it	has	been	
together	with	the	crocus	and	daffodils	
and	following	on	shortly	will	be	the	
tulips.		
So,	it	is	nearing	that	time	of	year	when	it	
will	be	warm	enough	to	get	out	in	our	
gardens	and	greenhouses	and	get	
planting,	and	mowing	the	lawn.	Life	will	soon	be	returning	to	what	we	know	as	‘normal’,	we	
are	in	a	far	better	place	now	than	we	were	9	months	ago.	Hopefully	by	now	you	have	all	had	
your	1st	vaccination,	and	also	received	your	appointment	for	your	2nd	which	will	hopefully	be	a	
life	changer	for	us	all.	
	

Well,	here’s	looking	forward	to	the	next	couple	of	months,	and	I’d	like	to	think	that	it	really	will	
not	be	long	before	we	will	return	to	a	more	normal	life	and	it	won’t	be	long	before	we	will	all	
be	able	to	get	together	again.	
	

Continue	to	keep	safe,	and	keep	well	and	hopefully	see	you	all	soon	
Bern	x	



	

	 	

The	Boys	from	the	Black	Stuff	–	
Asphalt,	more	than	meets	the	eye…	

…by	Dai	Gunter	
	

Have	you	ever	wondered	why,	after	the	local	council	has	resurfaced	
your	pavement,	or	scattered	fresh	chippings	across	the	road,	you	are	
left	with	wisps	of	tar-like	material	over	your	shoes	and	car	sills?	Well,	
let	me	share	some	light	on	that	niggling	annoyance	for	you…	
	

When	I	left	school,	I	was	fortunate	enough	to	
get	an	apprenticeship	and	then	a	full-time	job	
with	BP	in	their	
Llandarcy	
Refinery	in	
South	Wales.	I	
worked	on	a	
number	of	
plants	that	
produced	
hydrocarbon	
products	such	
as	wax,	
gasoline,	
lubricating	oils,	
diesel	fuel,	
aviation	
turbine	
kerosene,	and	many	other	products,	including	
liquid	sulphur	and	bitumen.	
The	latter	was	produced	by	a	simple	method	
of	blowing	air	through	hot	bitumen	feedstock	
causing	an	exothermic	chemical	reaction	(a	
chemical	reaction	which	
gives	off	heat)	that	allowed	
the	chains	of	hydrocarbons	
to	link	together	to	form	
longer	chains	known	as	
polymers	–	perhaps	a	little	
too	technical,	but	look	at	it	
this	way…	imagine	you	had	
ten	6-inch	lengths	of	string,	
then	you	heated	them	up	
and	blew	hot	air	over	them	and	somehow	
(that	somehow	being	a	little	organic	chemical	
reaction)	they	magically	linked	themselves	
together	to	form	one	length	of	string	60-inch	

long.	Well,	that’s	
pretty	much	the	basics	of	how	we	made	high-

specification	bitumen	(very	expensive	
product)	from	what	was	a	refinery	waste	
material	(a	mixture	of	waxy-distillate	(from	
the	production	of	lubricating	oils)	and	
vacuum	residue	(the	dregs	from	the	bottom	of	

a	vacuum	distillation	column)	
which	you	just	couldn’t	give	
away).	
We	blended	the	waxy	distillate	
and	vacuum	residue	so	that	it	
would	form	a	sticky,	gooey	
substance	known	here	as	
feedstock.	We	heated	up	the	
feedstock	to	285-300oC	and	
then	blew	air	through	the	hot	

feedstock	and	circulated	the	mixture	until	the	
exothermic	chemical	reaction	took	effect.	We	
controlled	the	tower	top	temperature	(i.e.,	we	
controlled	the	rate	of	reaction)	by	introducing	



	

	 	

a	water	spray,	which	took	away	
a	lot	of	the	energy	(heat)	from	
the	reaction.	After	some	time,	
the	feedstock’s	composition	
would	change	its	chemical	

composition,	that	is,	the	long-chain	polymers	
would	form	giving	you	a	much	harder	product	
that	could	now	be	classed	as	bitumen.	
	

Bitumen	grade	is	measured	by	its	hardness.	A	
simple	test	
involving	a	needle	
weighing	100g	is	
allowed	to	sink	
into	a	sample	of	
bitumen	at	a	
temperature	of	
25oC	for	a	period	

of	5	seconds.	The	depth	the	needle	has	sunk	
into	the	black	stuff	is	then	read	off	a	scale	and	
that	becomes	the	sample’s	‘penetration’	or	
‘pen’,	its	grade	–	for	example,	the	needle	sank	
30mm,	therefore	the	bitumen	is	30pen	
bitumen.	
	

Are	you	following	me	so	far?	Good,	we’ll	get	to	
the	point	of	the	wisps	of	tar	soon…	
	

We	now	have	two	products:	a	feedstock,	
which	in	our	case	was	approx.	450pen,	and	
bitumen	at	30pen.	With	the	right	blending	
ratios	we	could	then	make	mixtures	of	
bitumen	product	with	a	full	range	of	‘pen’	
from	30	to	450,	depending	on	what	the	
customer	required.	
We	could	make	harder	bitumen,	and	we	did	
from	time	to	time,	but	the	demand	for	low	
‘pen’	bitumen	was	
lower,	so	the	‘runs’	on	
low	‘pen’	product	
reflected	market	
demand.	
	

So	how	does	this	
sticky	black	stuff	get	
from	the	Bitumen	
Plant	to	your	street?	
Simple	really,	most	of	

our	product	was	bought	by	quarries	that	
would	order,	for	example,	30tonne	of	50pen	
bitumen	for	a	road	repair	on	the	Swansea	by-
pass.	The	quarry	would	pick	up	the	bitumen	
via	road	tankers	(some	larger	quarries	had	
rail	links,	and	our	plant	had	railhead	loading	
bays	to	facilitate).	Then,	the	quarry	would	mix	
the	hot	bitumen	with	stone	–	the	type	and	size	
of	stone	varied	depending	on	the	frictional	
surface	specification	for	the	type	of	road	(or	
pavement)	that	was	being	worked.	For	
example,	an	airfield	runway	requires	a	hard	
(20-30pen)	bitumen	and	high-quality	granite	
chippings	for	maximum	grip	as	an	aircraft	
applies	its	brakes	on	landing.	
	

Now	we	are	getting	really	close	to	your	wisps	
on	your	trainers	and	car	sills.	Stay	with	me…	
	

As	the	requirements	for	road	surface	(and	
pavement	quality)	specifications	change	
based	on	the	light	or	heavy	traffic	use,	speed	
limits,	etc.,	so	does	the	hardness	of	the	
bitumen,	and	any	stone	frictional	properties	
change	too.	Motorways	tend	to	use	30-35pen	
bitumen,	A-roads	are	slightly	lower	grade,	
around	100pen.	Pavements,	driveways	and	B-

roads	tend	to	have	
even	softer	bitumen,	
and	the	stone	might	be	
limestone	and	a	mix	of	
grits/stone	dust	waste	
as	speed	limits	on	
these	roads	might	be	
just	30mph,	so	a	lower	
friction	specification	
(with	the	exception	
around	zebra	



	

	 	

crossings,	etc.).	
	

But	what	about	the	summer	
habit	of	the	local	councils	of	
spraying	the	roads	with	a	wet	

black	fluid	and	then	throwing	chippings	over	
the	top?	Well	that’s	a	process	called	‘top	
dressing’.	It’s	simply	
done	to	preserve	the	
substructure	of	the	road	
(it	also	has	a	cosmetic	
benefit).	And	this	is	
where	it	all	falls	down…	
The	thin	sticky	black	
spray	is	a	substance	
known	at	‘Cut	Bitumen’.	
The	low-grade	bitumen	
(perhaps	as	soft	as	
400pen)	is	diluted	with	
an	oily	fluid	to	reduce	
viscosity	to	allow	the	
black	stuff	to	be	sprayed.	There	is	enough	
‘glue’	to	help	the	chippings	stick	to	the	surface	
as	the	oily	fluid	evaporates	–	hence	the	speed	
limit	of	20mph	when	the	road	has	been	
resurfaced	–	not	only	do	you	have	low	flying	
chippings,	but	the	bitumen	hasn’t	set,	and	
may	not	set	for	several	days.	
And	our	pavements	are	not	spared	a	similar	
fate	either.	Because	the	most	frictional	
demand	on	the	pavement	surfaces	are	your	
slippers,	or	a	kid’s	bicycle,	then	there’s	no	
need	for	the	expensive,	harder	wearing	
bitumen,	hence	a	300-350pen	bitumen	and	if	
you’re	lucky,	a	mix	of	small	grade	limestone	
or	granite	chippings.	
	

So,	what	happens	when	the	sun	comes	out?	
We	all	know	that	butter	softens	and	melts	in	
the	sun,	well	so	does	bitumen.	Depending	on	
its	‘pen’	grade,	the	temperature	at	which	the	
road	surface	softens,	and	sometimes	melts,	
can	be	as	low	as	a	cool	July	afternoon.	
	

So,	if	you’ve	managed	to	
follow	me	in	this	
rambling	on	bitumen	and	
its	use	as	a	road	and	
pavement	surfacing	
material,	then	now	you	
know	why	motorway	
surfaces	are	so	much	
nicer	to	drive	on	than	the	
country	lane,	and	also,	
why	the	black	stuff	sticks	
to	your	car	sills	and	new	
white	trainers..!		
	

…and	finally…	
	

What	is	the	difference	between	Asphalt	and	
Tarmac?	Asphalt	is	made	from	a	refined	
bitumen	and	stone	combination,	whereas	
tarmac	is	made	from	a	tar	and	stone	
combination.	
Did	you	know	that	tarmac	is	a	combination	of	
two	words	–	tar	(originally	found	in	tar	pits	
well	before	there	were	such	animals	as	oil	
refineries)	and	mac,	short	for	Macadam	–	
named	after	the	Scotsman	who	invented	the	
‘modern’	road	construction	method?	
	
	
	

All	the	best,	
Dai	

	



	

	 	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
	

Hello	my	friends	and	welcome	to	another	Dear	Doktor	
Bob;	a	page	of	excellent	and	wonderful	advice	about	
anything,	everything	and	nothing	in	particular.	

	

During	these	hard	time	where	we	are	forced	to	do	the	right	thing	
and	stay	at	home,	it	is	very	difficult	to	get	out	and	justify	riding	
around	on	two	wheel;	but	let’s	just	say,	when	you	need	a	loaf	od	
bread	or	a	bottle	of	milk,	two	wheels	is	as	good	as	four..!	
	
	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
I	have	just	been	notified	that	I	can	now	book	my	Covid-19	vaccination	
online.	Should	I	get	the	jab	or	not?	
	

The	Good	Doktor	Replies…	
Do	not	be	such	an	imbasile;	of	course	you	shouldn’t	get	the	jab.	You	should	give	up	your	
vaccination	for	someone	who	has	a	brain	and	let	Darwin’s	natural	selective	process	do	its	
thing.	If	you	have	to	ask	about	whether	or	not	you	should	take	the	vacination,	then	I’m	afraid	
you	need	to	go	to	the	back	of	the	queue.	Of	course,	I	might	have	a	different	answer	for	you	in	
ten	years’	time	when	I’ve	grown	nasty	bumps	and	a	third	arm..!	
	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
I	have	decided	to	sell	my	1968	Lambretta	and	get	a	second	Harley.	Should	I	also	sell	my	Parka	
Raincoat	as	well	and	get	a	leather	jacket?	
	

The	Good	Doktor	Replies…	
I	think	you	should	donate	your	brain	to	science.	Of	course	you	should	get	rid	of	the	Italian	
claptrap	and	overated	raincoat.	Both	are,	and	should	be,	confined	to	the	scrap	heap.	I’m	sorry	if	
I	offend	any	scooter	lovers	out	there,	but	who	in	their	right	mind	would	want	to	ride	on	two	
wheel	at	anything	over	45km	per	hour	on	10inch	wheels?	Espectially	with	potholes	a	metre	
deep	in	some	places.	
	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
I	am	considering	purchasing	one	of	those	new	Harley	electric	motorcycles.	Do	you	think	it	is	a	
wise	decision.	
	

The	Good	Doktor	Replies…	
Are	you	a	tree-hugger?	
	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
It	has	been	many	months	since	I	passed	my	test	and	last	rode	my	motorcycle.	I	am	a	bit	wary	
about	riding	with	others	as	I	am	a	fairly	new	rider	and	a	bit	of	a	nervous	novice.	What	do	you	
recommend?	
	

The	Good	Doktor	Replies…	
At	last;	a	decent	question	that	I	can	respond	responsibly	to.	My	dear	novice,	I	recommend	you	
get	in	touch	with	the	Chapter’s	Head	Road	Master,	or	Colonel,	or	whatever	you	call	him	(or	
her)	these	days,	and	ask	him	(or	her)	for	advice.	I’m	sure	he	(or	she)	will	be	able	to	organise	a	
small	group	ride-out	suitable	for	you	to	build	up	your	confidence	in	riding	within	a	group.	
	

You	can	send	me	a	question	by	email	via	you	Editor:	editor@lindumcoloniachapter.com	
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Robin Hood Harley-Davidson® Nottingham
401 Meadow Lane, Nottingham NG2 3GX.
Telephone 0115 903 3777
www.robinhoodharleydavidson.com

THE PAN AMERICA…
A NEW ADVENTURE FOR YOU.

GREAT EXPECTATIONS
Pan America 1250 models are 
equipped with the latest technology 
you’d expect for the category: six-
axis IMU, customisable ride modes, 
Bluetooth connectivity and moving 
map navigation features in a 6.8” (173 
mm) touchscreen display.

ALL-NEW REVOLUTION™ MAX 
POWERTRAIN
The next chapter in a century 
plus of legendary V-Twins is here. 
Revolution™ Max is a liquid cooled 
powertrain full of ample torque, and 
a surging powerband delivered with 
tuning that maximizes rider control.

Available to pre-order now at
Robin Hood Harley-Davidson®.

Only very limited numbers 
starting from just £14,000.




