




	

	 	

Me	and	Harley	
…by	John	Tonks	

	
	
	

Being	a	relative	newbie	to	Lindum	
Colonia	I	thought	I’d	introduce	myself.	
Clare	and	myself	have	been	members	of	Lindum	a	
little	over	a	year.	Not	that	we	are	new	to	Harleys,	
we’ve	been	members	of	HOG	and	Sherwood	Chapter	
since	2006.	In	that	time,	we’ve	both	enjoyed	many	
good	times	and	rides.	We’ve	visited	places	and	met	
people	that	we	would	not	have	the	pleasure	of	if	it	
hadn’t	been	for	the	Harley.		
	

I	well	remember	the	purchase	of	my	first	Harley,	no	
doubt	an	experience	shared	by	many.	It	was	9th	
November	2005.	A	date	burned	into	my	memory	as	I	
had	just	been	made	redundant	five	days	previously.	I	
paid	my	cheque	into	the	bank	and	went	in	search	of	
two-wheeled	transport.	Harley-Davidson	was	not	my	
first	choice.	Coming	with	experience	of	Japanese	
sports	bikes	I	didn’t	want	a	tractor!	Oh	no	I	wanted	a	
Honda	CBR600RR.	-	a	baby	Fireblade;	I	even	knew	
which	colour	I	wanted,	Black	&	Red.	A	close	friend	of	
mine	had	just	bought	the	same	make	and	model	but	
in	Red	&	Black	and	I	didn’t	want	to	get	them	mixed	up	
when	parked	side	by	side.	Search	
as	I	did,	I	couldn’t	find	one	for	the	
right	price	in	an	appropriate	
condition.	Some	had	accident	
damage	and	some,	although	
pristine,	had	been	raced.	I’d	almost	
given	up	when	I	thought	to	myself	
about	looking	at	a	Harley.	I	was	out	
of	work	and	found	myself	in	Robin	
Hood	HD	located	in	Beeston,	
Nottingham.	It	was	a	Tuesday;	they	
didn’t	open	on	Mondays	then	-	just	
looking	you	must	understand.	I	
wasn’t	buying,	remember	the	
Honda.	
Looking	at	all	the	beautiful	
machines	in	the	showroom	every	
one	of	them	gleaming	I	quickly	
realised	that	most	of	them	were	out	of	my	price	range	
(and	I	didn’t	want	one	anyway,	remember	the	
Honda).	I	found	myself	looking	at	Sportsters,	they	
were	much	cheaper	and	seemed	good	value	when	you	
consider	the	brand.	In	2005	you	could	get	a	brand-
new	Sportster	for	about	£5000	-	£6000	then.		
A	salesman	who	had	circling	like	a	Hawk	approached	
and	asked	if	I	was	interested	in	a	Sportster.	He	said	if	
I	wasn’t	interested	in	a	brand-new	one	that	there	was	
a	‘pre-loved’	one	that	had	come	in	as	a	part	exchange	

the	Saturday	before,	and	would	I	be	interested	in	
having	a	look	at	it	(bait	set).	I	said	“ok”	and	off	we	
went.	He	then	sat	me	on	a	2003	100th	Anniversary	
883	Sportster	outside	the	workshop	(now	on	the	
hook).	I	asked	how	much	it	was	and	when	he	told	me	
I	said	“ok”	but	dependent	on	insurance	cost	(hook	set	
time	to	reel	in).	I	was	expecting	the	insurance	to	be	
prohibitive	as	I’d	not	had	a	bike	for	a	few	years,	but	it	
came	out	at	£500	less	than	the	Honda.	The	deal	was	
done	and	I	was	now	the	proud	owner	of	a	Harley-
Davidson.	I	was	asked	if	I	was	interested	in	joining	

HOG	and	the	local	Chapter.	I	wasn’t	
as	I	wasn’t	really	interested	in	the	
club	thing.	I	had	and	still	have	
friends	who	were	in	Motorcycle	
Clubs	and	my	presumption	was	that	
HOG	and	the	whole	Chapter	thing	
was	like	those.	So	not	wanting	or	
able	to	give	the	level	of	commitment	
required,	I	wrongly	thought	
necessary,	I	politely	declined.	
	

Fast	forward	6	months	and	I	was	at	
RHHD	one	Saturday	when	Sherwood	
Chapter	were	there.	At	this	point	in	
time	I	was	considering	selling	the	
Sportster	as	I	was	hardly	using	it.	
Clare	was	approached	by	a	lovely	
lady	by	the	name	of	Carole	Wright.	

She	explained	what	HOG	and	Sherwood	were	all	
about.	Clare	called	me	over	and	Carole	explained	it	to	
me.	She	also	introduced	me	to	a	few	people	all	who	
seemed	pleasant	and	normal,	not	the	kind	of	club	
people	I’d	met	before.	When	we	got	home,	we	had	a	
chat	and	I	did	some	research	in	Sherwood’s	website	
and	my	interested	was	generated.	So,	I	decided	to	
give	it	a	go	for	12	months	just	to	see	how	I	liked	it.	
Needless	to	say	I	wish	I’d	gone	for	life	membership	
now,	that’s	the	beauty	if	hindsight	hey?		



	

	 	

Over	the	years	
we’ve	been	to	
loads	of	
different	places	
and	met	loads	of	

different	people	from	all	walks	of	
life.	The	main	thing	I	like	about	
the	HOG	club	is	not	having	to	
commit	to	any	particular	thing	
unless	you	want	to.	
	

Anyways,	you’re	probably	
wondering	how	we	became	
involved	with	Lindum.		
Well	few	years	back	there	was	a	
change	within	Sherwood	that	I	
won’t	bore	you	with,	but	it	
involved	a	major	change	at	
committee	level.	I	was	a	Road	
Captain	at	the	time	and	wanted	
to	get	more	involved.	Dai	Gunter	was	stepping	down	
as	Editor	so	I	volunteered	and	was	appointed.	12	
months	later	the	Secretary	post	became	available	and	

I	volunteered	for	that	post	as	well.	
Each	of	these	posts	have	their	own	
challenges	and	after	a	period	of	time	I	
resigned	from	the	committee	roles,	
mainly	because	of	lack	of	time	and	a	
few	personal	reasons.	By	this	point	
I’d	also	taken	a	step	back	from	RC	
duties	as	well	as	this	was	due	to	
upheaval	in	my	personal	life	that	
made	it	almost	impossible	to	plan	
and	execute	ride-outs.	
	

All	the	while	I	had	remained	in	
contact	with	Dai	&	Del	who	had	
become	very	good	friends.	So	much	
so	that	when	Clare	and	I	decided	to	
get	married	we	asked	Del	if	she	
wouldn’t	mind	officiating.	To	our	
delight	she	agreed.		
Not	long	after	this	auspicious	event	I	

was	talking	to	Dai	at	the	shop	(RHHD)	one	weekend	
and	he	suggested	joining	Lindum.	I	listened	how	
things	were	with	Lindum	and	it	sparked	my	interest.	I	
talked	it	over	with	Clare	and	we	took	the	plunge.	
	

So	here	we	are	over	17	years	since	my	first	Harley.	
Please	indulge	me	by	allowing	me	to	share	some	
highlights	of	the	places	I	and	Clare	have	visited.	
	

Belgium	–	once	on	my	own	and	twice	with	Clare.	
Italy	–	riding	solo	with	a	group	for	the	2008	European	
Rally	at	Lake	Garda	-	28	mountain	passes	in	12	days	
on	a	Sportster.	
Scotland	–	Thunder	in	The	Glens	Aviemore	2016.	
With	Clare	as	she	wouldn’t	let	me	go	on	our	
honeymoon	on	my	own.	
The	Royal	Hospital	Chelsea	–	with	Clare	and	a	group	
called	Bike	Tours	for	the	Wounded.	
Wales	–	camping	trip	with	a	group	from	Sherwood	
organised	by	Dai.	An	absolute	blast	and	we	even	went	
down	a	coal	mine.	
	

At	this	point	I’d	like	to	give	a	heartfelt	thankyou	to	
ALL	members	of	Lindum	for	the	welcome	we	have	
both	received.	During	2020	and	the	pandemic	the	
Zoom	meetings	have	been	a	Godsend	in	as	much	as	
it’s	great	to	know	everyone	is	ok	by	actually	being	
able	to	chat	as	a	group	of	friends.	I	don’t	know	whose	
idea	it	was	but	thank	you.	
	

I	would	also	like	to	thank	Dai	personally	for	
encouraging	us	to	take	the	plunge	and	join	Lindum.	
It’s	really	appreciated.	Also,	Del	for	enabling	me	to	
make	an	honest	woman	of	Clare.	It	took	11	years	but	
we	got	there	in	the	end.	

Ride	Safe,	John	





























	

	 	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
	

Hello	my	friends	and	welcome	to	another	
Dear	Doktor	Bob;	a	page	of	excellent	and	
wonderful	advice	about	anything,	everything	and	

nothing	in	particular.	
	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
I’ve	heard	rumours	that	Santa	rides	a	Harley-Davidson;	is	this	
true?	Does	Santa	really	ride	a	Harley?	
The	Good	Doktor	Replies…	
Hoo,	Hoo,	Hoo…	Of	course	Santa	rides	a	Harley..!	Next…	
	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
Why	do	tyres	have	little	arrows	on	their	walls?	
Signed,	J.D.	Goodyear.	
The	Good	Doktor	replies…	
Dear	Mr	Goodyear.	
It	is	written	that	Harley-Davidson	motorcycles	were	first	invented	by	God	in	1903.	Just	a	few	
years	before	this,	a	tribe	of	Native	Americans	were	patenting	a	more	comfortable	mode	of	
transport,	having	been	inspired	by	the	old	worn	out	and	trusted	wagon	wheel.	When	the	
blueprint	was	almost	at	completion	point,	a	gang	of	cowboys	stumbled	across	their	new	
technology,	and	in	true	Wild	West	tradition,	robbed	the	Indians	of	their	invention	before	
wiping	them	out	with	their	very	own	arrows.	
The	new	invention	was	named	the	'iron	horse',	and	as	a	mark	of	respect	for	the	Native	
American’s	original	blueprint,	arrows	were	mounted	on	the	tyre	walls	of	the	iron	horse;	a	
tradition	still	held	to	this	day.	
	

Dear	Doktor	Bob…	
I'm	feeling	blue!	We	are	in	the	depths	of	winter,	I've	not	been	out	much	on	my	beloved	Harley	
due	to	Coronovirus,	and	my	left	wrist	is	beginning	to	ache	just	thinking	about	all	that	clutch	
work	I'm	missing	out	on	(and	I'm	not	telling	you	how	my	right	wrist	is	feeling	without	that	
throttle	to	play	with).	What	can	I	do	in	these	cold	wet	evenings	to	pass	the	time	away?		
Yours,	The	Bluesman	
The	good	Doktor	replies…	
Dear	'ol	Bluesman,	
There	are	a	number	of	different	things	that	you	could	do	during	the	dark	winter	evenings	to	
exercise	your	wrists	so	that	they	are	in	tiptop	condition	for	next	riding	season:	

o Peel	everybodys	Xmas	tangerines	and	oranges.	
o Peel	the	potatoes	for	Sunday	dinner.	
o Stand	in	the	middle	of	a	roundabout	and	direct	all	the	traffic.	
o Since	you're	a	bluesman,	get	your	guitar	and	harmonica	out	and	start	playing.	
o Clasp	both	hands	together,	and	give	your	Mrs.	a	round	of	applause	for	melting	the	credit	
card	over	the	Xmas	period.	

o Pop	into	Ann	Summers	and	ask	for	their	latest	ideas	on	hand	exercises.	
o And	finally	–	buy	a	LIVEWIRE®	–	less	grip	and	wrist	action	required..!	

	

You	can	send	me	a	question	by	email	via	you	Editor:	editor@lindumcoloniachapter.com	



© H-D 2001-2020. Harley, Harley-Davidson and the Bar & Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. All offers subject to terms and conditions and are as part of a Stoneacre finance plan. Finance provided subject to status, written details 
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Capitol Park, Thorne, DN8 5TX, is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Our FCA number is 308726. You can verify this by visiting the FCA website or by contacting the FCA on 0854 606 9966.

Robin Hood Harley-Davidson® Nottingham
401 Meadow Lane, Nottingham NG2 3GX.
Telephone 0115 903 3777
www.robinhoodharleydavidson.com

FINANCE EXAMPLE
CASH PRICE	 £18,995.00
DEPOSIT	 £4,750.00
TOTAL AMOUNT OF CREDIT	 £4,245.00
AGREEMENT DURATION	 25 Months
PURCHASE FEE	 £10.00

25 MONTHLY REPAYMENTS OF	 £73.00
OPTIONAL FINAL REPAYMENT	 £13,894.00
TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE	 £20,397.44
INTEREST RATE (FIXED)	 4.76%
REPRESENTATIVE APR	 4.9% APR

THE ROAD GLIDE CUSTOM.
A ROAD-DEVOURING MACHINE.
The aggressive look and wind-cutting power of the frame-mounted shark-nose fairing and dual 
Daymaker™ Reflector LED headlamps on the Road Glide® are matched by the power of the 
Milwaukee-Eight® 107 engine. The easily adjustable emulsion rear shocks and double bending 
valve front suspension keep it smooth over the bumps and planted in the corners. And you get the 
confidence of Reflex™ linked Brembo® brakes.

THE ROAD GLIDE® CUSTOM is in stock now at Robin Hood and yours for a
very affordable £73 per month with low 4.9% APR representative.




