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I would like to thank ALL the members for helping to make 2017 a brilliant year for the 
Chapter! 

During 2017 we have done some great 
things: 

• Our first Mini-Rally—the Yellow Belly 
Melee 

• A long weekend away in the lakes 

• Raised more than £5000 for Charity 

• Run a full ride program 

• Had several non-riding Chapter Events, 
like the Sunday Lunch and Skittles, to 
involve the families as well as the 
Members 

During 2018 we want to do even more: 

• Our second Yellow Belly Melee 

• A trip to the Harz Mountains 

• A long weekend away in Wales 

• As always a full ride program 

• Fund raising for our main and secondary member nominated Charities 

• Further family events 

Nothing in the Chapter happens without somebody putting in the effort, and the Road Crew 
and those members who have organised all of these activities should be proud of what they 
have done, and I’m sure all the members will join with me in thanking them for doing this for 
us. 

A pirate walked into a bar, and the bartender said, "Hey, I 

haven't seen you in a while. What happened to your leg"? 

"Well", said the pirate, "we were in a battle and I got hit 

with a canon ball and needed a wooden leg, but I'm fine 

now." 

The bartender said, "Wow, but what about that hook"? 

The pirate explained, "Oh that was another battle. I got 

caught up in a sword fight and my hand was cut off. They 

fitted me with a hook, but I'm fine now" 

The bartender said, "OMG a wooden leg and a hook, but 

what's with the eye patch"? 

"Oh that", the pirate said, "I was on deck when a flock of shite-hawks flew by. I looked up and a 

bird shit in my eye" 

The bartender said, "But you don't lose an eye with bird shit" 

The pirate said, "It was my first day with the hook"!!! 



The following text has been taken from ‘The Waller’ which is produced by the RTTW organisation and is 

reproduced to give a flavour of the day. We added the photographs from our own experience of the 

day ….. 

“RIDE TO THE WALL 2017 saw us coming of age. I am still 

trying to work out what made this year so extra special, and 

different from all the other special years. 

The respect that was shown by you all as I stood on the steps 

of the AFM and looked out was truly amazing and the minutes 

silence was one of the most respectful I have ever been part 

of. Thank you one and all. The only downside of standing 

higher up is that there is a little more dust in the air (I don't 

think I need to explain). 

Although the parachute drop and the fly past didn't take place, the 

music was moving, in keeping and, at times, thought provoking. I 

managed to listen to Abi and Oliver singing 'You are not Fallen Here' 

on my own, after the service in the veteran's village. My, there was a 

lot of dust there. 

Unfortunately, this year there were a few incidents on the way to, or 

from, RTTW and our thoughts go out to the families of those 

involved. For some, I hope your recovery allows you to attend next 

year. 

As Ride To The Wall grows, so does the work involved by the small 

dedicated committee. There are 10 people on the committee and to 

say RTTW has taken over their lives is an understatement. Our first 

planning meeting for next year took place the morning after this 

year's event, but there had already been planning, in some areas, 3 months prior. They also try to plan 

for all eventualities, but unfortunately there are always some that slip though the net. Please bear with 

them as their pride and dedication is second to none, and they always strive to make the day run as 

smoothly as possible. 

As I left the Arboretum at approx. 1745, I was one of the last 

bikes to leave. Standing on the bend of the Croxall Road were 

3 Marshals in their hi vis vests. I slowed down and 

acknowledged them as I passed, and wondered, along with all 

the other dedicated volunteers, what the story behind these 

selfless volunteers is, there till the very end with smiles on 

their faces.” 



Well, here we are at the beginning of October 

and the weather was good for our mystery tour 

led by Paul Redhead—a dozen bikes in all. 

The first leg was sixty miles around the 

countryside; not too many tractors! 

Our first stop was The Old Tile Works near Barton on Humber having a slice of 

apple pie and a cup of tea, which were very nice. 

Upon leaving the lovely venue 

we were stopped by someone 

who was dressed in shorts, t-

shirt and barefooted—he must 

have thought he was in 

Bermuda not Barton. He must have been a real rufty-tufty—sorry chaps, toughen up! He was 

very interested in the bikes, maybe he wanted to join our band of merry men—oops wrong 

Chapter! 

On we went, all wrapped up nice and warm for the next leg of the journey, passing through 

quaint villages and hamlets, seeing old buildings built in 1689, and thatched cottages. 

The next stop was The Water Front Inn, 

West Stockwith where a super carvery was 

to be had and enjoyed by all. Thanks Paul 

for taking us there. 

It’s sad to say but there are only two more 

organised ride-outs before the end of the 

riding season—Boo Hoo!! 

Ed and I (Mother) cannot wait for next years ride-outs 

to begin, when we can ride with you all once again. 

Thank you Road Captains and all our biker friends for 

your company and excellent rides. 

Once there are no more ride outs we will see you at the 

meetings. 

Ride Safe 



The 

Bridleway & Gauntleys 

Laneham Road 

Dunham-On-Trent 

Nottinghamshire 

NG22 0UW 

Tel: 01777 228294/228040 

Open Monday to Friday 8:30—5:30; Saturday 9:00—5:30 

Www.thebridleway.co.uk 

A few of us braved the cold, wet weather in order to join Mike 

Richardson on his ride out to the Welcome Inn.  

Starting at the Wave, we opted not to start the day with a nice 

warm cuppa seeing as the Wave was closed. 

We took a nice ride through the Lincolnshire countryside, along 

with a slight detour through a housing estate and arrived at the 

Welcome inn around noon. 

On arrival we were greeted with an open log fire for us to warm us up for which we were very grateful, 

before sitting down to a lovely carvery dinner.  

After everyone had cleared their plates and gained the feeling back in their hands, we set off back to 

Wragby where a few finished off in the Ivy for another coffee. 

 

 

A good time was 

had by all! 



The Almost Bitter End traditionally heralds 

the end of the riding season—except for a 

few hardy souls who relish having their 

fingers and toes lost to frost-bite—or 

worse, thinking of dangling appendages! 

Neil took us this time on a delightful ride 

from our meeting place at Caenby Corner 

through the Wolds. As we dropped down 

Kenwick Hill as we went around Louth 

there was a large dark cloud and clear 

evidence of rain in the distance, and I 

confess there was a big part of me 

thinking, “Well, I could just turn left at the 

roundabout at the bottom and I would be 

home in 2 minutes and miss that” … but I 

didn’t and so on to Cleethorpes where we 

parked on the sea front over-looking 

a very cold looking Humber Estuary. I 

can’t say I lingered there admiring 

the view, rather we made our way—

quickly due to the temperature—to 

Steel’s for Fish and Chips. 

Having consumed way too much , 

and let me say here that—for anyone who had the nerve to ask for a large portion of fish—Moby 

Dick was slightly smaller, Neil then led the group back to Gainsborough with a well crafted route 

enjoyed by everyone who went. 

Thank you Neil for a lovely ride-out to mark the coming of winter with it’s frost and salty roads, and 

let’s hope that spring comes quickly so we can all get out and enjoy our bikes once more. And thank 

you too to Molly, for always having that big smile on your face! 



The Chapter held an AGM in place of the usual social 

evening at Woodcocks on the 12th October 2018. 

Having been advertised in advance the meeting was 

well attended and I believe well received. 

Paul Redhead opened the meeting with a welcome to 

everyone and outlined the program for the evening. He informed the members that each 

Chapter Officer had been asked if they wished to continue with their roles, and confirmed that 

they did—with the exception that Lyn had asked to be relieved of her role as Merchandising 

Officer to allow her to concentrate on her Assistant Director and Ladies of Harley roles. 

Each of the Chapter Officers gave a brief outline of the Chapter from their roles, and highlighted 

any issues that were either of concern or were being addressed.  

Following these talks by the 

Chapter Officers, Paul made 

some Directors Awards to people 

that he considered to have made 

significant contributions to the 

Chapter over the last year, 

though as he said there have 

been many people who were 

deserving and H.O.G.® make only 

6 awards available to give.  

Andy Fellows was given an award for the work that he has done in his own time to re-develop 

the website for us; Ian Jennings was given an award for the tremendous support that Robin Hood 

Harley-Davidson has given the Chapter; Tony and Jo Waldron were given an award for their 

tireless support of the Chapter in all ways; Wendy Honey was given an award for her outstanding 

work as Editor (and that other feller for putting up with Paul); Steve and Bonny Wallis were given 

an award for their ceaseless work developing and supporting events; Kevin and Julie Clifton were 

given an award for their almost continuous presence at all of the Chapters Events and the 

support that this gives us all. 

After the presentations were made Paul introduced the person he 

had asked to become the Merchandising Officer—Jamie Moulson—

who has accepted the role, and was presented with his new 

Merchandising Officer rocker (which he made himself!). With his 

background Jamie should be ideally suited to this role and we will of 

course be expecting keenly priced offerings as a result! 



The floor was opened up for questions, and the Committee fielded these as best they could. In 

particular they were asked about the Charity support, and it was explained that the Committee 

had unanimously decided to maintain the support of LEBBS for a further year—to be reviewed 

again in 12 months—but that a secondary Charity to support was being considered once the 

primary commitment had been reached, for which suggestions of local Charitable Trusts are 

being canvassed from the Members and from which one will be chosen.  

A further request was made for more shorter rides to be considered to attract those people who 

do not appreciate long days in the saddle. The Committee believes that indeed there should be 

enough variety within the events calendar to keep everyone happy—clearly some like long rides, 

some short and some maybe all sorts! As was evidenced this year the calendar was very full 

during the riding season, and taken with the midday/midweek rides and the evening rides plus 

the main rides at the early and late parts of the year which have been fairly short, a decent 

variety of ride lengths should be achievable. 

The meeting closed with the usual raffle and opportunity to catch up with friends and have a 

good old blather.  

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the meeting. 

We Need Your Help! 

Whenever the Chapter holds an event or ride-out we try to write it up for the 

magazine so everyone can enjoy it whether they could make it to the event or not. 

It would really help us make your magazine interesting and fun if you volunteered 

to write and article on an activity you enjoyed—speak to the Director, the Editor or 

the event Organiser. 

Thank You 



The Chapter held it’s Christmas Party this 

year at Arties Mill, which gave everyone 

who wished the opportunity of 

celebrating in style without having to 

drive afterwards. 

With 40 chapter Members all in the mood 

to party a fantastic evening was had with 

excellent food, plentiful refreshments and 

disco and live entertainment throughout.  

I think it would be fair to say that everyone had a really nice evening—even those with colds! And to cap 

it all after a quick nap, a magnificent breakfast was enjoyed to see us on our way! Marvelous... 



Chapter Planned Events Calendar 

Please Note that published events are subject to change at short notice. For latest information please see 

the Website and Facebook pages shown on the front page of the magazine 

Rides are classif ied as:  

 
 

 

[A] Average: A good day out - 120 to 180 miles 

[L] Long: Longer than that 

[S] Short: You guessed it 

Month Dat
e 

Day Ride-Outs Events Length Lead RC 

January 6
th
-

7
th 

Saturday / 
Sunday 

  Newark Winter Bike Show 

We will be manning a stand 
to raise the profile of the 
Chapter, and raise money for 
our Charity 

N/A N/A 

  11
th Thursday   Lindum Colonia UK Chapter 

Monthly Meeting 

N/A N/A 

  14
th Sunday   Frankie and Benny’s - The 

Big Breakfast 

A family friendly get together 
at Frankie and Benny’s Diner 
in Lincoln 

N/A N/A 

February 8
th Thursday   Lindum Colonia UK Chapter 

Monthly Meeting 
N/A N/A 

  11
th Sunday   A Blessing, Skittles and 

Sunday Lunch 

A Blessing at RHHD followed 
by a family friendly get 
together at the Royal Oak in 
East Bridgford for Sunday 
Lunch, and to play skittles 

N/A N/A 

March 8
th Thursday   Lindum Colonia UK Chapter 

Monthly Meeting 
N/A N/A 

  10
th Saturday Road Crew Refresher 

Meeting 
  N/A N/A 

  18
th Sunday Iron Horse Ranch 

House 
  S Paul 

Redhead 

April 1
st Sunday Spurn Point Area   A Nicky 

Robson 
  12

th Thursday   Lindum Colonia UK Chapter 
Monthly Meeting 

N/A N/A 

  15
th Sunday Training Ride   A Kirk 

Nicholson 
  22

nd Sunday National Railway 
Museum, York 

  L Dai Gunter 



Well well, so the forecast was absolutely bang on 

and the day dawned bright(ish)  and at around 

10oC you really can’t complain for the last day of 

2017. Feeling quite enthused we jumped onto the 

Harley—yes I know I said I wouldn't get it out 

after its last clean until the salt was gone, but you 

know what the rain should have cleaned the 

worst of it away so 

muddy and maybe a little salty but we ride in worse 

in March and even April—and headed off the Lincoln 

to meet up with other hardy souls. 8 bikes and 9 

people made it to McDonald’s, so well done to them 

for braving the “worst” that winter could throw at us. 

After a quick cuppa, we decided to take the quick route straight down the A46 and 

then onto the A1 north bound and so to the OK Diner. 

Considering that they were expecting us, and that we 

were on time, they seemed to struggle with tables 

but as we arrived before Sherwood we all got seated, 

thank heavens, as they all had to queue! 

After a quick lunch, everyone went their separate 

ways, but it was really nice to get out on the bikes, 

get some fresh air, and catch up on the gossip.  

Here’s to the rides planned for 2018! 



Preparations for the possibility of mass bombing started long before war was declared - gas masks were 
given out, Anderson shelters were issued and leaflets about home defence and blackout restrictions were 
pushed through every letterbox. Volunteers were recruited to be Air Raid Wardens, LDV, (later Home 
Guard), A.F.S, W.V.S., etc. By the end of 1939 there were more than 1.5 million people involved in this 
Civil Defence, with more than two thirds being unpaid volunteers. 

Lighting restrictions as a measure against air-raids were a feature in the ARP schemes, and the Home 
Office drew up a draft order banning exterior shop and advertising lights, and limiting other lights. 
Households and shops had to ensure that no light escaped from their buildings. Interior lighting on buses 
and trains had to have special dim bulbs, and cars and motorcycles had to mask their lights. The speed 
limit was dropped to 20 mph in towns. Traffic lights were dimmed to almost nothing. Householders were 
forbidden to let the least glimmer of light be seen from their windows. All street lighting was stopped. 
For motor vehicles the restrictions at first were that you had to severely dim your headlamps, but a 
proper mask became compulsory on 22nd January 1940. All 
this was to prevent giving any help to the expected German 
bombers. Without street lighting, and with cars driving with 
hardly any lights, the results were alarming. Pedestrians 
tripped over kerbs, sandbags and other obstacles, walked 
into posts, walls, each other, or under cars. People fell into 
canals, onto railway lines and down holes. Twisted ankles, 
broken limbs and fatalities rose way above the usual 
accident rate. In the first few months from September until 
Christmas, over 4000 civilians had been killed or injured in 
blackout accidents while only three serving soldiers in 
France had been killed. By February 1940 there had been 
5,165 deaths on the road. So white lines were ordered to 
be painted round anything solid such as lampposts etc. in 
bands or strips 6 in to 12 in wide, along kerbs, train 
platforms and down the centre of roads, and also on the mudguards of road vehicles. 

When the war really started, this lack of lighting didn't help 
mobility, as roads became pitted with craters and littered 
with bricks and rubble, and often crisscrossed by firemen’s 
hoses etc., water and gas mains discharging and electricity 
and telephone lines out of action, and then motorcycles, 
which could be manhandled if necessary through the chaos, 
became an invaluable asset to the Civil Defence. 

With all our military vehicles left behind at Dunkirk, we had 
faced the next phase of the war severely handicapped by a 
lack of machines, and all production was stepped up to 
replace these. Triumph’s motorcycle factory was bombed 
and destroyed, so the bulk order for replacement 
motorcycles went to B.S.A. and Matchless. Meanwhile, the 
War Office asked for any motorcycle owners to offer their 

machines for the war effort, and they eventually impressed many. 

The bombing left many roads, especially in towns, badly damaged or unusable, which meant that 
essential services often couldn't get anywhere without first checking the route. Motorcycles became 
important for this purpose and many were supplied to the Civil Defence, and proved their worth for the 
ARP, AFS and other CD users, not only to scout ahead for a clear route through for vehicles, but for 
dispatch rider duties, delivering urgent items and relaying messages, and also for convoy duties, 

Matchless G3L 

BSA M20 



accompanying vehicles such as the Queens Messenger Food Convoys, driven by the WVS volunteers, who 
also had their own dispatch riders. 

The Matchless was the first machine to come into use with telescopic front forks. This made it easier to 
handle and lighter, and so was much favoured by the users - both military and civilian. Realising their 
importance for carrying people and messages speedily over tough ground, military machines were 
actually supplied with pillion seats, and all personnel up to the highest rank was expected to be able to 
ride one! 

These machines after the war: - 
After WW1 all ex-military hardware was scrapped or 
left to rot, but after WW2, when Britain was virtually 
bankrupt, the government was determined to 
salvage as much as possible for funds, so motorcycles 
were gathered together into ‘lots’ and the 
motorcycle dealers were encouraged to buy them, 
with the proviso that they were to be made road-
legal before being sold to the public. All the main 
dealers of the time bought a great number, repaired 
them as needed (there were plenty of brand new 
engines and other spares available from the War 
Dept.), painted them black, and registered them and 
by 1948 they filled the forecourts for the sum of £89 
- a lot of money in 1948 - with three months 
guarantee AND a full six months petrol ration. That is how these Matchless G3Ls have survived to be 
here today! 

Post War Auction Site with bikes tied in ‘Lots’. Number 

Plates show the impressed civilian ones 



Lindum Colonia UK 

Chapter 

Monthly Meetings 

Woodcocks 

Burton Lane End 

Saxilby Road 

Lincoln 

LN1 2BE 

Meetings are held 

every second Thurs-

day of each month 

from 7:30pm onwards 

Come along and meet 

other members—the 

evenings are friendly 

and relaxed. Food is 

available to order at 

the bar. 

New and prospective 

members are wel-

come to come along 

and join in. 

Raffle tickets are sold 

each week for a varie-

ty of prizes—all 

funds raised are do-

nated to the Chap-

ter’s chosen Charity. 

If you have any prizes 

suitable for inclusion 

in future raffles, 

please bring them 

along with you. 

The following is a clip from a Maritime Publication, and was written by an 
anonymous 10 year old….. 

I want to be a Captain when I grow up because it’s a funny job and 
easy to do. Captains don’t need much school education, they just 
have to learn numbers so they can read the instruments. I guess I 
should be able to read maps so they won’t get lost. 

Captains have to be brave so they won’t be scared if it’s foggy and 
they can’t see, or if the propeller drops off they should stay calm so 
they will know what to do. Captains have to have eyes to see 
through the clouds and they can’t be afraid of thunder or lightning 
because they are closer to them than we are. The salary that 
Captains make is another thing I like. They make more money than 
they can spend. This is because people think that captaining a ship is 
dangerous, except Captains, because they know how easy it is. 

There isn’t much that I don’t like, except girls like Captains and all 
the girls want to marry Captains so they always have to chase them 
away so they wont bother them. I hope I don’t get seasick, because I 
get carsick and if I get seasick then I could not be a Captain and then 
I would have to go out to WORK! 





Giving it more than 100% 
Ever wonder about those people who say they are giving more than 100%?  
We have all been to those meetings where someone wants over 100%.  
  
How about achieving 103%? 

Herein is one answer.  What makes life 100%? 
 
A little maths that might prove helpful.  
If A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z  
is represented as:  
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26  
 

Using this code:  

 
H A R D W O R K  
8 1 18 4 23 15 18 11 = 98%  
  
And,  
  
K N O W L E D G E  
11 14 15 23 12 5 4 7 5 = 96%  
 
But,  
 
A T T I T U D E  
1 20 20 9 20 21 4 5 = 100%  
 
It is clear then that hard work and knowledge will get you close but attitude will 
get you there. 
 
However,  
  
B U L L S H I T  
2 21 12 12 19 8 9 20 = 103%  
 

So, it stands to reason that while hard work and knowledge will get you close, and 
attitude will get you there, bullshit will put you over the top. 



A male patient is lying in 
bed in the hospital, wearing 
an oxygen mask over his 
mouth. 

A young student nurse 
appears and gives him a 
partial sponge bath.  

"Nurse," he mumbles from 
behind the mask, "Are my 
testicles black?" 

Embarrassed, the young nurse replies, "I don't know Sir, I'm only here to 
wash your upper body and feet." 

He struggles to ask again, "Nurse, please check for me. Are my testicles 
black?" 

Concerned that he might elevate his blood pressure and heart rate from 
worrying about them she raises his gown, holds his manhood in one hand 
and his testicles gently in the other. 

She looks very closely and says "There's nothing wrong with them, Sir. 
They look magnificent." 

The man pulls off his oxygen mask, smiles at her, and says very slowly 
"Thank you very much. That was wonderful. Now listen very, very closely: 

"Are - My -Test - Results - Back?" 


