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A word from the Director 

“Crack On” ….. 
Okay strictly speaking that's two words but it sums up where we are and where we are 
going as a Chapter. 

In the last six weeks we have started a process of change for Lindum Colonia, and at 
its heart is keeping everything that is good about the Chapter, in particular it's most 
important asset – YOU. We do not want to throw out the baby with the bath water 
and the Chapter is nothing without members who want to be part of it, who are active 
in the events organised and feel that they can have a say in what is happening. 

Alongside this there are some small changes – mostly in emphasis – to incorporate 
and it's true that change is sometimes seen with suspicion. As a Chapter we want to ensure that we are inclusive to our families 
so that they have the chance to enjoy at least some of what brings us together and the activities are not seen as a choice be-
tween family and fun. 

There are going to be some changes to the way we communicate - the Website, Facebook and the like. Communication is vital, 
and the right communication is at the centre of this change. Facebook can provide all the functionality of the forum and you 
will still have the opportunity to use this to provide valuable feedback to the Chapter and the Committee where necessary. 
Better yet, pick the phone up and have a chat. Even better yet, come along to the events and talk to us, tell us what you want 
from the Chapter, what is on your mind.  

So, to sum it up …..  

The Chapter is about you, 

The Chapter is about good friends 

The Chapter is about having fun 

Your Assistance Required 

Do you have any articles that can be included in 

the magazine? 

Do you have any photographs just bursting to be 

included in the magazine? 

Do you want to advertise an event or celebration? 

We are looking for material that we can include in our quarter-

ly magazine that can raise a smile, create a yearning for ad-

venture and entertain our readers. 

Please feel free to contact the editor or webmaster—we will be de-

lighted to receive your help 

Thank You 

Wendy Honey, Editor 



Thunder in the Glens 2016 

A small - and clearly very select! - group travelled 

north into the wilds of Scotland to sample the de-

lights of Dunedin Chapter’s 20th Anniversary Rally 

‘Thunder in the Glens’. 

On the way north they took an overnight stop at 

the Lauderdale Hotel in Lauder, before complet-

ing the journey to Aviemore where some extreme-

ly hardy folk camped but the majority took the op-

portunity to stay in the on-site accommodation. 

There was live entertainment—

everything from local folk music to 

big bands including ‘Big Country’ - 

stalls and trade stands and a myriad 

of ways of spending your hard 

earned cash.  

 

The Dunedin Chapter organised a Mass 

Ride Out, where around 2500 motorcycles 

thundered out of Aviemore and took the 

high road to Grantown-on-Spey for the 

‘Taste of Scotland’ event, fully supported 

by the local Police and enjoyed by every-

one who took part. 

The weather was kind for the most part, though going to Scotland would not be 

the same without the compulsory down-pour, and everyone had the opportunity 

to ride out singly or in small organised or ad hoc groups to enjoy the glorious 

scenery that the highlands offer. 

On the way south again afterwards a visit to view 

the magnificent Forth Bridge was made, a picture of 

which graces the front cover. 

A small measure of the finest liquid refreshments 

may also have been partaken of—but what hap-

pened in Aviemore stays in Aviemore! 



A Tour Around Scotland  - June 2016 
There And Back To See How Far It Is—around 1600 miles as it happens  

I’m slightly biased, but you really don’t need to go abroad to get fabulous roads and beautiful scenery. We 
have them close to home of course, but the highlands of Scotland are 
in a different league. 

The idea was to meet friends at the Crooklands Hotel and then travel 
up to Loch Fyne, then Applecross, Durness, Kingussie, Falkland and 
back to Crooklands by as many twisty roads we could find – and we 
found plenty! – taking in the Electric Brae, Neptune’s Staircase, The 
Commando Memorial, Skye, the North Coast 500 route, John 
O’Groats, Braemar and the Forth Bridge. 

The Crooklands Hotel is a good spot 
for exploring the Lake District or 
setting off to Scotland’s West Coast 
and as our friends are from Cheadle 
convenient to meet up at. 

The first days riding took us up to Loch Fyne via Dumfries, the Galloway 
Forest Park and Ayr, crossing at McIlroys Point via the ferry to Dunoon 
and on to Inveraray and the Loch Fyne Hotel. On the way we passed the 
Electric Brae which is a famous section of road that provides a weird opti-
cal illusion of seeming to go downhill when in fact it is going up.  

The Galloway Forest Park was wonderful to pass through after the first hour of riding 
on the M6, an awful but necessary road. 

From Loch Fyne we travelled up to Ap-
plecross and had the joy of going up and 
over the Applecross Pass – wonderful, 
beautiful, narrow. 

On the way we ran down through Glen-
coe – in the rain of course – and a coffee 
stop at Neptune’s Staircase, which are the 
locks at the southern end of the Caledoni-
an Canal near Fort William, and then on to 

the Commando Memorial before taking in the best that the road to 
the Kyle of Lochalsh could offer. 

We stayed two nights in the Ap-
plecross Inn, which is located in a 
stunning location but to be fair looks 
very unprepossessing form the out-
side. While the rooms were basic, the 
atmosphere in the bar was brilliant 
and the food was …. well fantastic.  

The two night stop was to allow us to 
explore the Isle of Skye, and this we did taking in the whole of the 

island. 

The Cuillin Mountains make a stunning backdrop and it’s still a 
wild place, but it seems to me that the bridge which is such a 
lifeline to the population and allows much more tourism access 
has spoilt the island in some way and it is not what I remember 
from 20 years ago – but then what is? 

From Applecross we took the alternative route around the pen-
insular rather than over the pass, and then headed up to Dur-
ness via the roads of the North Coast 500.  

The route has been designed to take in the best roads that the 
highlands have to offer, and by best they mean beautiful flowing 

The Applecross Pass The Applecross Inn 

Loch Fyne 

The Electric Brae 

The Commando Memorial Neptune’s Staircase 

View from Drumbeg 



ribbons of tarmac and tight narrow twisty and hilly tracks that inspire and challenge in equal measure – 
particularly the road to Drumbeg.  

In Durness we stayed at Mackay’s Rooms which we were unsure 
of when we booked, but are in fact excellent.  

Durness is close to Cape Wrath and represents everything that 
the wild North West of Scotland can conjure up. But we had 
glorious weather, and there are plenty of things to enjoy there 
including Smoo Cave and miles of golden sands with nobody 
on them – probably because the water is so damn cold! 

From Durness we went to Kingussie, just south of Aviemore, via 
John O’Groats. I’m glad I have been there, but I shall not go again as it is about as tacky as you can get. 

Kingussie should have been a nice stop away from the tourist trap that is Aviemore but was in fact awful. 
Well to be fair it was the hotel that was awful and I would warn anyone away from the Scot House Hotel, 
where the service was worse than Faulty Towers and the owner clearly encourages the local ‘yoof’ to gather 
there and get drunk till the early hours of the morning. The owners were contacted but did nothing. And in 
the morning there were literally no staff around bar the cook (you could not call him a chef) who did his 
best but could not cope with the kitchen jobs never mind the front of house work as well. I suppose it gives 
you something to talk about. 

Kingussie to Falkland was another day to remember in the 
saddle, heading up and around the Cairngorms via the 
Bridge of Brown, Tomintoul and Braemar before heading 
down through Perth to the Covenanter Hotel right in the 
centre of Falkland almost opposite the Palace, and which 
was a welcome relief after the previous night’s stay. 

From Falkland the last leg of our tour took us over the 
Forth Road Bridge with its spectacular view of the new road 
bridge being constructed, and into South Queensferry to 
the Forth Bridge viewing point by the Hawes Inn. I love that 
bridge, and remains one of the most beautiful bridges in the 
world. The Forth Bridge, not to be confused with the Forth 
Road Bridge! 

 

We then wended our way through Northumberland and the 
Kielder Forest back to Crooklands and a final goodbye to 
good friends. 

Beer o’clock, the best time of day on a bike ride. 

Beach at Durness 



Chapter & Dealership Planned Events 

Please Note that published events are subject to change at short notice. For latest infor-

mation please see the Website and Facebook pages shown on the front page of the magazine 

Month Date Day Event Description Length 

October 1 Saturday Ride to the Wall 

Ride to the National Memorial Arboretum to join in the na-
tional Ride to the Wall Event. 

If you wish to attend the event, you must be pre-registered 
which can be done at: 
http://www.ridetothewall.org.uk 

Recce has been done and route finalised. There is building 
work being done will not be completed until November, in 
time for Armistice Day, so the RTTW service and wreath 
laying will be held behind the Armed Forces memorial. 

The ride will start from the Friendly Farmer, Newark. Meet-
up will be 09:15 for 09:45 start. 
Ride length out and return approximately 65 miles; so 1 3/4 
hrs each way should be fine. 

We will refuel for the journey back at our usual petrol station 
on the A38 and this will be our meeting place for the ride 
back for those who have got separated in the mayhem of 
leaving the event. This seems to get worse every year as 
more bikers attend! 

Note 1: Ensure you bring you your Registration wrist 
band 
Note 2: Bring puck for use in parking area 
Note 3: The event attracts huge numbers of bikes. Ac-
cess into the site is controlled and if there are large 
numbers arriving at the same time it can take a while to 
get into the parking areas 

We'll aim to leave the NMA at 3.30 so should be back by 6! 

S 

  1 Saturday 
New Model Test 
Rides 

Robin Hood Harley-Davidson will be conducting new model 
test rides 

N/A 

  2 Sunday 
New Model Test 
Rides 

Robin Hood Harley-Davidson will be conducting new model 
test rides 

N/A 

  13 Thursday Chapter meeting 19:30 Woodcocks   

  15 Saturday Robin Hood HD Ex-Demo and Used Special Event N/A 

  16 Sunday Whitby Ride   L 

  29 Saturday Robin Hood HD BBQ and annual Halloween Event N/A 

  30 Sunday 
The (Almost) Bit-
ter End 

Run up to Squire’s Cafe S 

November 3 Thursday 
Ghost Walk 
around Lincoln 

Organised Ghost Walk 
£6/p/p 
Liaise with Bonny 

N/A 

  10 Thursday Chapter Meeting 19:30 Woodcocks   

  25 Friday Robin Hood HD Black Friday Online N/A 

December 3 Saturday Robin Hood HD Christmas Party and Festive Sale Event N/A 

  8 Thursday Chapter meeting 19:30 Woodcocks   

  17 Saturday Christmas Party 19:00 in the Showroom, Lincoln   

  31 Saturday The Icy Blast Venue TBD S 

http://www.ridetothewall.org.uk


Last few places ….  

Contact Bonny or a committee 
member to check for availability 


